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October 20, 1953 - January 16, 2021

Dennis Lynn Hayes
Evans, GA – Dennis Lynn Hayes entered into rest on Saturday, January 16, 2021 at his
residence.
Born on October 20, 1953 to Mary Jane & Bill Hayes in Passaic, New Jersey, Dennis
graduated from the New Jersey Institute of Technology. He began working at Savannah
River Site in 1978. In 1982, Dennis became part of the operations leadership team for the
tritium production mission. In 2004, he worked with the liquid waste group and was
transferred in 2006 back to tritium as the vice president of the production mission. During
the contract change in 2008, Dennis was transferred to the Hanford Site in Washington
state. In 2013, he spent two years at the Sellafield Site in the United Kingdom. His last
assignment was back at the Savannah River Site supporting the tritium mission before
retiring in 2016. In his spare time, Dennis enjoyed running, fly fishing, reading and had
joined DayOne Fitness Boxing Club. Dennis was a member of St. John United Methodist
Church.
Family members include his wife: Patricia Blair Hayes; brothers: Michael Hayes
(Suzanne), Ron Hayes (Ann), Kevin Hayes (Lisa); children: Sara Lynn Zuckerman (Eric),
Kelly Ann Ermolowich (William), Robert Scott Hayes (Nicole); and grandchildren: Henry
Elliott Zuckerman, Billy and Wyatt Ermolowich, and Robert, Charlotte, and Stella Hayes.
Dennis is preceded in death by his mother and father, Mary Jane and Bill Hayes and his
brother, Don Hayes.
The family would like to thank Jerome Sharpe for a year and a half of his devoted service
in caring for Dennis during his extended illness.
No services are planned at this time due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Memorial contributions may be made to FOTAS, Friends of the Aiken County Animal

Shelter, 333 Wire Road, Aiken, SC 29801.
Thomas Poteet & Son Funeral Directors, 214 Davis Rd., Augusta, GA 30907 (706) 3648484. Please sign the guestbook at www.thomaspoteet.com

Comments

“

Patricia, I am so sorry for your loss of Dennis.

Sarah Braswell - January 25 at 10:06 AM

“

I was saddened to hear of Dennis' passing. My recollection of him was that he was a
very hard worker (first to arrive and last to leave) whom I had the pleasure to interact
at work. He very very intelligent and strove to understand everything he worked on,
his questions were always very insightful. He was reserved, but you could easily
sense his intelligence and sense of humor. He was a natural leader, and I learned
much from him. It was an honor to know him, and I enjoyed our interactions; I will
miss him. My condolences to his family.

Bob Malstrom - January 24 at 06:26 PM

“

Dennis was a wonderful person and a true professional. Dennis and I spent many
early mornings at SRS exchanging ideas and differing opinions on the work before
us; regardless, it was always a pleasure to engage with him. A great leader, he could
always be depended upon to do the right thing in the right manner while valuing his
subordinate staff. He will be greatly missed.

Jody Newell - January 22 at 09:38 AM

“

Patricia and Family, I was so sorry to hear about Dennis. I worked with him for many
years and thought so much of him. He was a great boss and a great person. He was
always happy to help anyone who needed his help and a great mentor to many. You
are all in my prayers. He will be greatly missed.
Beverly Rich

Beverly Rich - January 21 at 06:43 PM

“

I read with sorrow the announcement of Dennis' passing this morning. I worked with
Dennis his first few years at the Savannah River Site. In agreement or disagreement
he was always a pleasure to work with. He is gone too soon.
Curtis Wayne Jenkins

C. Wayne Jenkins - January 21 at 08:37 AM

“

Patricia,
Our deepest condolences on Dennis' passing. Our hearts go out to you for your loss.
- Ann and Ron Hayes

Ann Hayes - January 20 at 09:07 AM

“

Dennis was a wonderful mentor. He taught me things I still used today and that I try
to teach others. He was smart and thoughtful. Never overreacted but reacted
appropriately. He will be missed.

Phil Breidenbach - January 19 at 09:07 AM

“

Dennis was a great mentor to me. Although he was a very private person and didn’t
readily share personal information, he was always available to offer help and advice
to those who came to him with problems. He had a relentless work ethic and was
always the first to arrive at work in the wee hours of the morning to get process
turnover status, give advice and help remove roadblocks. He had a tremendous
sense of humor with those he trusted to share it with. The Pros from Dover
remember the afternoon shift at the Frontier! Dennis - You will be missed!

Henry King - January 19 at 07:06 AM

“

Dennis was a natural born leader and I had the honor of working for him in High
Level Waste and with him for many years for SRS initiatives. I also had the
opportunity to work with him at Day One Fitness and was always impresses with his
drive and determination. Although we lost a great man here on earth, heaven gained
an amazing angel.

Steve Wilkerson - January 18 at 09:40 PM

