Elizabeth "Liz" South Penny
April 10, 1937 - January 5, 2022

Augusta, GA – On Wednesday, January 5, 2022, surrounded by her family, Mrs. Elizabeth
“Liz” South Penny, 84, went to be with her heavenly father. She is preceded in death by
her loving husband of 52 years, Joseph Penny, Sr. and parents James and Elizabeth
South.
She is survived by her daughters Tracy (Robert) Gambrell and Tina Penny as well as
grandchildren Grace Gambrell and Robert Clayton Gambrell, Jr. In addition, she is
survived by four step-children Joseph Penny, Jr., Teresa Beach, Christina Breece, John
Penny and multiple grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Liz was a native of Augusta and Graduate of the Academy of Richmond County, receiving
her Bachelor’s degree from Georgia Teachers College, and Masters from the University of
South Carolina. She was a life-long educator beginning her teaching career at McEachern
High School in Powder Springs, GA where she met her husband Joe. She spent many
years as a PE teacher at Butler High School, finishing as a media specialist after receiving
her Masters. She impacted the lives of many students and everyone around her with her
enthusiasm and love of life. After her retirement, she and her husband loved traveling to
craft shows selling the furniture that he made.
Liz loved spending time with her family and grandchildren especially at the beach house
on Tybee Island and with her close-knit friends. She was a devoted wife, mother,
grandmother and friend who was always generous and kind to everyone she met. She
was known for her smile and wit always cutting up with friends and strangers alike.
She was a member of West Acres Baptist Church and loved the Lord. She would always
say, “God has a plan for your life.” She instilled many values in us and lived her life with
such strength and integrity.
Rev. Larry Harmon will be officiating a private service for family and friends at Bellevue
Memorial Gardens on Tuesday January 11, 2022 at 11:00 a.m.

If so desired, in lieu of flowers, you may make a memorial contribution to the charity of
your choice in her name.
In light of the recent Covid outbreak, wearing a mask is strongly encouraged.
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Bellevue Memorial Gardens
4501 Wrightsboro Road, Grovetown, GA, US, 30813

Comments

“

I am so saddened to hear the passing of Mrs. Penny. She was my all time favorite
teacher at Butler High School (I was a 1976 graduate). I could always joke with Mrs.
Penny; she took everything with a smile. She made my day and I always looked
forward to going to P.E. I remember her asking me one day: what was my greatest
talent. I won't say what my response was due to today's society; it would be
considered politically incorrect. At that time, she laughed and thought that the
response could only come from me. She made me feel so comfortable in my
relationship with her that I felt like she was a cool aunt that I could easily and without
hesitation joke with. We were equally fond of each other and my only regret is that I
didn't keep in touch with her when I returned to the city. Rest in peace, Mrs. Penny,
you will always be remembered as my FAVORITE teacher. To the family: know Mrs.
Penny was a jewel who touched so many lives. I pray that God comforts you through
his love and healing power.
Diane Hilliard aka "DyBoodie"

Diane Hillird - January 10 at 02:03 PM

“

We were so sorry to hear of Liz’s passing. She was a very sweet lady and we
enjoyed getting to know her in community group at Pastor Larry’s. We are praying for
all of you as you go through this difficult time. May God give you peace, strength and
comfort. I know you have many wonderful memories to cherish. She was a very
special lady and will be missed.

Louise and Mark Starcher - January 10 at 06:50 AM

“

A TRUE SOUTHERN BELLE.....ONE OF MY FAVORITE TEACHERS AND
COACH...I DEARLY LOVED HER....PRAYERS FOR ALL THE FAMILY....GOD
BLESS....

DONNA ALLEN CAMERON - January 08 at 04:41 PM

“

Mrs.Penny was one of my Physical Education Teachers at Tubman Jr. High School
during the mid 1960’s. She was one of my most favorites…. always so sweet, kind
and a great role model. Mrs.Penny seemed always happy to see us, upbeat, and a
great Mentor to us all. I have thought of her often over the years. We never forget
those wonderful Teachers who helped and encouraged us along the way. May God
bless and comfort her Family during this difficult time; and in the days to come.
Sincerely,
Nancy Harrison-Watson
North Augusta, South Carolina

Nancy Harrison-Watson - January 08 at 03:50 PM

