Fr. Jacek Szuster
January 30, 1970 - September 4, 2018

Augusta, GA –
Rev. Jacek Franciszek Szuster, pastor of Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church in Augusta,
died on September 4, 2018, after a battle with colon cancer. He was 47 years old.
Born in the city of Niemodlin, Poland, on January 30, 1971, Father Jacek attended the
Major Seminary of the Diocese of Opole in Nysa and earned a bachelor’s degree.
After arriving in the U.S. in 1995 he studied the English language at St. Cyril and
Methodious Seminary in Orchard Lake, Michigan. From 1997 to 2001 he attended
theology courses at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary in Philadelphia where he pursued a
master’s degree. Fr. Jacek was ordained as a deacon on May 20, 2000, at St. Joseph
Catholic Church in Macon. He was ordained to the priesthood on June 9, 2001, at the
Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in Savannah, Georgia.
He celebrated his first solemn Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Columbus, Georgia.
After ordination he served at the following parishes as parochial vicar: St. Joseph Parish in
Macon and St. Teresa Parish in Albany; as the pastor: St. Augustine in Thomasville and
Most Holy Trinity in Augusta.His seminary classmates and fellow priests remember him as
an exemplary priest who worked hard spiritually and physically in seminary years and in
his parishes. His deep love of the Lord was evident in all he did.
His death represents a great loss to the Diocese of Savannah presbyterate where he
served on the Priests Council, the Personnel Committee and as dean of the Albany and
Augusta deaneries. He was named a 2014 Distinguished Pastor by the National Catholic
Education Association based on his spiritual leadership and support to the parish school,
Immaculate Conception.Father Szuster is survived by his mother, Helena and three
brothers, their spouses and children, all in Poland.A Funeral Mass will be celebrated at 10
a.m. on Saturday, September 8 at Most Holy Trinity Church. Visitation will be held from 5
to 7 p.m. with a vigil service at 7 p.m. on Friday, September 7 at Most Holy Trinity Church
in Augusta.Fathers Daniel Firmin, Vicar General; Mariusz Fuks and Adam Kasela will
accompany Father Szuster’s remains to Poland for additional services and burial.In lieu of
flowers please send memorials to Immaculate Conception School Special Education
Scholarship Fund, P.O Box 2446, Augusta, Ga.
Thomas Poteet & Son Funeral Directors, 214 Davis Rd., Augusta, GA 30907 (706) 364-

8484. Please sign the guestbook at www.thomaspoteet.com

Events
SEP
7

Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Church of the Most Holy Trinity
720 Telfair Street, Augusta, GA, US, 30901

SEP
8

Funeral Mass

10:00AM

Church of the Most Holy Trinity
720 Telfair Street, Augusta, GA, US, 30901

Comments

“

Father Szustter was our pastor, spiritual guide and friend. When we joined the parish
four years ago he helped us through a difficult family time and his smile always made
our world seem brighter. When my wife decided to convert to catholicism, Fr. taught
the class and welcomed her into the church via an Easter confirmation and
communion. One week later, he performed a Catholic marriage ceremony for us on
the Altar of the BVM after mass.
A wise, caring and thoughtful priest, we have never known better.
God bless his soul and our prayers are with his family.
John & Denise Decker

John Decker - October 06, 2018 at 08:01 PM

“

We thank God for such a wonderful blessing that Father Jacek is. He truly served as
Christ in so many ways. May God grant consolation to his family and may his
example lead others for follow in the path he lived; a true follower of Christ and a
servant to His people.
God bless him.
Michael Szpak family

Michael W Szpak MD - September 14, 2018 at 10:03 PM

“

Wendy Bozeman lit a candle in memory of Fr. Jacek Szuster

Wendy Bozeman - September 08, 2018 at 11:25 PM

“

Father Jacek Szuster was a good caring Priest./ Pastor, He treated everyone with
kindness and respect. He certainly will be missed.
Dr. Velverlyn Bussey & Family.

Dr. Velverlyn Bussey - September 08, 2018 at 01:47 PM

“

We were so saddened to hear of Father Jacek's passing. He was with us in
Thomasville, Ga for seven hears. He was a fine gentleman and a holy and dedicated
priest. We loved him.
Lee and John Puskar

Lee Puskar - September 08, 2018 at 01:12 PM

“

“Love your God with all your heart, and all your mind and all your soul, love your
neighbor as yourself; enjoy your lives as much as possible, through the actions of our
daily lives.” The enduring message of our Pastor who made a difference and who’s
faith, message, kindness and spirit will endure for eternity at Most Holy Trinity. Tom
Fitzpatrick

Tom Fitzpatrick - September 08, 2018 at 09:35 AM

“

Deepest condolences to Fr. Szuster's family. What a humble and holy Priest. May he
rest in Christ's Heavenly embrace with Our Lady, all the Saints and Angels.

Jerry Carroll - September 08, 2018 at 07:56 AM

“

I knew Father while I was in Augusta. I knew Father to be a very dedicated priest and
confessor. He loved his people and the children in the school. He shared with me his
deep love of his family and his dear mother in Poland. He had many saintly personal
qualities and I am sure God has received him with open arms.
Sister Clara Vincent, CSJ

Sister Clara Vincent - September 07, 2018 at 02:18 PM

“

Patricia Korach lit a candle in memory of Fr. Jacek Szuster

Patricia Korach - September 06, 2018 at 03:47 PM

“

My husband and I enjoyed being greeted each Sunday morning
by Father Jacek before mass. He was so kind and shook our hands and others in
church. A few years ago my husband had surgery. Father Jacek came promptly to
his bedside and said prayers for him. I appreciate all his kindness and goodwill
towards all people. We will truly miss Father Jacek. I want to thank his family for
sharing him with us in Augusta, GA.
God Bless,
Beverly and George O'Connell

George O'Connell - September 06, 2018 at 03:21 PM

“

I am utterly heart-broken at the loss of our beloved Father Jacek. What a fierce and
devout Catholic Christian he was! He was the strongest person I ever met.
Father Jacek was such a wonderful man and priest, and such a blessing for our
beautiful church and the children at Immaculate Conception School. I thank GOD for
sending him into all our lives.
His dignity and strength spoke of his love for Our LORD, and his (at least) daily
rosary illustrated his devotion to the Blessed Mother. His humor and vitality lifted our
spirits.
Father Jacek was a humble and kind confessor and his homilies always reminded
each of us to love GOD and our neighbor "through the actions of our daily life." I will
always remember how Father Jacek thanked us for coming to mass to "show The
LORD how much we love Him," and how he reminded us to "Enjoy your life as much
as you can."
My husband and I will be forever grateful to Father Jacek, as he was instrumental in
helping us adopt our daughter Penelope. I will never forget the many times he told
me while we were waiting for news, often sad and discouraged, "GOD will provide."
This is a saying that has deepened my faith and that I repeat to myself daily.
My favorite memory of Father Jacek is when he baptized our little girl...she laughed
when he poured the holy water on her and everyone there laughed, too. It was a
joyful moment we will treasure.
It is hard to believe that our pastor is gone, but let us remember that he has gone to
Heaven to spend eternity with The GOD he served so faithfully. I rejoice that his

suffering is over and that he can now see the Holy Face of JESUS.
Even though his body is gone, I know that Father Jacek's spirit will remain in the
Church he loved so much. Let us all honor his memory by loving GOD and our
neighbor, and by remaining true to our parish church and the Universal Holy Mother
Church. I will miss him, but I know I will see him again in Paradise.
---Carol Creamer
Carol Creamer - September 06, 2018 at 02:06 PM

“

Fr. Jacek will be missed by many who knew him as Pastor and Parish Priest. He was
without a doubt a man destined to lead a church community. His warm nature was a
gift to all. I will miss his homilies, and how he could bring our modern day lives in
perspective with the teachings of scripture and our Catholic values. I was raised in a
predominant Polish church in Chicago, and he brought that back to me when I
attended services.
My self grieves, over this great lost to all the church members and others who knew
him.
My deepest condolences to his family back in Poland.
we shall always remember him in prayer.
tim kmiecik

timothy kmiecik - September 06, 2018 at 12:45 PM

“

Fr. Szuster will always have a special place in my heart. He is truly a good and
faithful servant to the Lord. It is a blessing to have had him serve as the priest for
Most Holy Trinity. Sending prayers and blessings to his family and a special thanks
for sharing him with us. He will be missed, but knowing that he has achieved eternal
happiness In Heaven makes the earthly grief a little easier.

Rhonda Carroll - September 06, 2018 at 07:36 AM

“

A great supporter of Catholic Education, I.C and The Church of the Most Holy Trinity.
He
will be missed. Prayers from Ferris and Bootsie Dorr

Ferris & Bootsie Dorr - September 05, 2018 at 05:22 PM

