John J. O'Shea
February 8, 1951 - March 26, 2019

John J. O’Shea, a retired librarian at Augusta University, died Tuesday, March 26, 2019 in
Augusta, Ga., after a brief illness. He was 68.
O’Shea was associated with Augusta University’s Reese Library for 35 years, including
roles of student assistant, cataloger, serials librarian, and special collections librarian. He
retired as special collections librarian in 2012. He was a devoted member of St. Mary on
the Hill Catholic Church in Augusta.
John James O’Shea was born Feb. 8, 1951 in Knoxville, Tenn. He was raised in
Chamblee, Ga., moving to Augusta during college. He was predeceased by his parents,
Arthur and Lois O’Shea, and two brothers, Kevin and Tim. He is survived by sisters
Theresa O’Shea, Helen Tucker (Bill) and Mary O’Shea; brothers Michael and Brian (Bev);
and nieces and nephews, Catherine Tucker, Colin Fuller O’Shea, Maggie Perkins and
Nick O’Shea.
The memorial Mass will be May 18, 2019 at 11:00 AM at Our Lady of the Assumption
Catholic Church, 1350 Hearst Dr. NE, Atlanta, GA 30319.
O’Shea graduated from St. Pius X Catholic High School in Atlanta and earned degrees
from Augusta University and the University of South Carolina. He earned a Master of
Librarianship from the University of South Carolina in 1981. His undergraduate degree
was a double major in French and Elementary Education.
After working as a student assistant at Reese Library and then earning his master’s
degree, O’Shea became a cataloging librarian and an associate professor in January
1983 and received tenure in June 1990. He became serials librarian in 1993 and special
collections librarian in 1999.
At the the library, he taught library instruction classes and provided reference assistance
to students, faculty and members of the community. He was known for his knowledge of
local history and college history. He enjoyed working with students, especially doing library

orientation for new students. He also was active in the alumni association and served on
the Alumni Association Board for many years. In 1987 he was awarded the Alumni
Association’s Golden Key Award.
He also was active in organizations outside Augusta University, including the Central
Savannah River Area Library Association, the Georgia Library Association and the Society
of Georgia Archivists. He compiled an index to Richmond County History for the
Richmond County Historical Society and worked with area historical and genealogical
organizations.
At St. Mary on the Hill Church, he was a member of the choir, a lay communion minister
and volunteered in the Soup Kitchen and Food Bank. His lifelong personal interests
included reading, watching old movies and musicals, as well as listening to music from
Eubie Blake to Wynton Marsalis. He enjoyed sending notes and cards by mail. He also
enjoyed local history and family genealogy.
Thomas Poteet & Son Funeral Directors, 214 Davis Rd., Augusta, GA 30907 (706) 3648484. Please sign the guestbook at www.thomaspoteet.com

Comments

“

I am so sorry to have just heard of John’s passing. We first met at Augusta College
back in the 1970’s and stayed in touch even as I moved out of the area back in the
80’s. I remember well his love of his family, St Mary’s and Augusta College / Augusta
University. He was a true and valued friend who will be sorely missed by so many.
My sincere condolences and sympathy to his family and the many friends who knew
him for the very special person he was. God bless you, John. Rest In Peace dear
friend. Sincerely Charlynn Clayton

Charlynn Clayton - May 16, 2019 at 07:59 PM

“

I am sorry I did not see the notice of John's passing sooner. We were in several
classes together at St. Pius. He was a diligent person, and overcame challenges
during the time I shared with him there. I see he has achieved great things, and will
be both missed and treasured by his friends and relatives. Our prayers go out to
John and his family. Best wishes to you all. -- Richard Farnsworth

Richard Farnsworth - April 09, 2019 at 09:45 AM

“

My wife, Vicki, and I have known John for decades and I even remember him
assisting me in the library at Augusta College when I was a student back in the
1980s. We had a tradition of meeting at The Village Deli every year for his birthday
lunch and I was always amazed at how many people would stop by and say hello to
him. No doubt he was well known and respected by so many people!
He will be sorely missed and we pray that the perpetual light shine upon him.
Thomas Mulherin

Thomas Mulherin - April 06, 2019 at 10:50 PM

“

I am so very sorry to hear about John's passing. Please know you all are in my
prayers during this difficult time.
God bless you all,
Vivian Orr Heard '79

Vivian Heard - April 03, 2019 at 08:32 PM

“

I worked with John at Reese Library for a long time before moving across campus to
another office. Sorry to hear this news. John's friendship and kindness was
appreciated and will be remembered by me. Laverne Garrard

Laverne Garrard - April 03, 2019 at 07:27 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of John J. O'Shea.

April 02, 2019 at 09:46 PM

“

2 files added to the album John James O'Shea

Jeff Ryan - March 31, 2019 at 10:39 AM

