Joseph Wallace Averette, Jr.
April 15, 1931 - June 26, 2020

Mr. Joseph Wallace Averette, Jr., 89, of Hephzibah, GA, entered into rest on June
26,2020.
Wallace was born in Thomson, GA, on April 15, 1931. He was preceded in death by his
parents Joseph and Adeline Averette, and two sisters, Annee McGahee and Eugenia
Cason. He graduated from Thomson High School in 1949 and shortly thereafter joined the
United States Navy serving during the Korean War aboard the USS BLACK (DD-666).
Prior to his retirement in 1996, Wallace worked for Jefferson Electric Membership
Corporation for 47 years. Following 15 years as a co-op employee in the Thomson
District, he accepted Jefferson EMC’s first District Manager position, in the Richmond
County community of Hephzibah. After transferring to the Hephzibah Jefferson EMC
office, his wife, Bootsie, soon joined him at the Hephzibah office. The husband and wife
team continued until 1996 when they both retired, following a total of 79 years as co-op
employees. The family fondly remembers the days (and nights) when the lights would go
out, and the home telephone would start ringing constantly. The only system of
communication during those early days was to answer the phone and relay messages to
Wallace who would sit in his Jefferson EMC truck in the driveway and talk to the men on
his radio.
Since moving to Hephzibah in 1964, Wallace was an active and faithful member of the
Hephzibah United Methodist Church and over the years served in many leadership roles.
He loved his church. He once stated that God had placed him at that church and that is
where he would worship for the remainder of his days. He served on the Hephzibah City
Council for six years and as chairman and mayor for three of those years. As stated in
The Town Crier, “His wonderful sense of humor has helped ease many tense moments—
and provided just the little tad of levity which makes work seem a lot less burdensome.
Wallace Averette, WE SALUTE YOU!”
He is survived by his loving wife of 67 years, Dicye Lucas (Bootsie) Averette; his son Joe
(Erin) Averette, Anderson, SC; daughter Jan (Mike) O’Meara, Augusta, GA; daughter Dete

(Mike) Crawford, Evans, GA; grandchildren, Joseph (Heidi) Averette, Marie (Ron)
Marchant, Erin (Chris) Pettis, Lucas (Melanie) O’Meara, Jonathan (Ansley) Crawford,
Stephen Crawford; and seven great-grandchildren, Addelyn Averette, Mac and Aline
Marchant, Gray and Alice O’Meara, and Bodie and Liam Pettis. His children, Joe, Jan, and
Dete consider themselves blessed to have had such a special Dad.
The family will honor their father’s wishes to wait and have a combined service with his
loving wife.
Thomas Poteet & Son Funeral Directors, 214 Davis Rd., Augusta, GA 30907 (706) 3648484. Please sign the guestbook at www.thomaspoteet.com

Comments

“

Wallace was a good man and took interest in the city of Hephzibah. He assisted in
the building of the fire station and purchase of a new fire truck. When I was a
firefighter for Richmond County, we assisted Hephzibah Fire at the chalk bed. No
ladders were tall enough so I radioed our dispatcher to call the REA and ask for
Wallace or Bootsie to see if we could use a bucket truck. That bucket truck played a
giant role of saving the main building. Just an example of Wallace and Bootsie's care
and concern for their fellow citizens. I look forward to meeting Wallace in Heaven.
Jim Broome

Jim Broome - July 07 at 12:12 AM

“

Thank you so much for this special memory. Dad loved Hephzibah and made many great
friends. We, too, look forward to the joyous reunion. Thank you for your thoughtfulness!
Dete Crawford - 7 hours ago

“

So sorry to hear about Wallace's passing. Joe, Jan, Dete and Mrs. Averette I know
you will miss him and I will miss running into him around town (usually at Home
Depot).He always had a smile on his face and some good conversation! I always
think of him and ya"ll every time I pass by his house. You are all in our prayers.
Rusty and Debra Thompson

Rusty and Debra Thompson - July 05 at 04:33 PM

“

Thank you for your kind message. Dad loved a trip to Home Depot or Lowes! We greatly
appreciate your thoughts, prayers and friendship.
Dete Crawford - 7 hours ago

“

We are heartbroken to hear about Mr. Wallace. I have fond childhood memories of
Mr. Wallace and family when they lived in Thomson. My husband Tommy worked
with him at Jefferson Energy for many years. He is telling me stories now of him on
the radio. Our thoughts, prayers, and love are with this precious family.
Tommy and Samille Smith Rushing

Samille Smith Rushing - July 05 at 01:50 PM

“

Thank you for your thoughts and prayers.
Jan O'Meara - July 07 at 12:07 PM

“

To the Averette Family. The Department of Georgia Disabled American Veterans
(DAV) expresses our heartfelt condolences on the passing of Mr. Averette. May
God’s grace and peace comfort you during your bereavement. May Mr. Averette rest
in peace and may his memory be a blessing to all who had the honor and privilege of
knowing him. The Department of Georgia DAV thanks ComradeJoseph Walter
Averette, Jr., United States Navy Korean War Veteran for his service to our Nation.
Albert Boudy, DAV Department Chaplain

Albert Boudy - July 05 at 09:04 AM

“

Thank you for your expression of sympathy and kind words. We greatly appreciate your
thoughtfulness!
Dete Crawford - 7 hours ago

“

Sorry to hear about the loss of Mr Wallace, He hired me in 1979 at JEMC, He was a
great man to work for. My prayers are with your family during this difficult time.

Kenneth Jakubov - July 05 at 07:44 AM

“

Words can't express how much we appreciate your kind words. Thank you for your
thoughtfulness!
Dete Crawford - 7 hours ago

“

So very sorry for your families loss. Mr. Averett was a fixture on the church pew and
always had a big smile on his face. Our family lived three doors down from the
Averett’s my entire childhood and he and Mrs Averett were always welcoming to the
kids. He will truly be missed.
Terri Fulcher Lucas

Terri Fulcher Lucas - July 03 at 10:32 AM

“

Thank you so much for your special memories and kind words. We greatly appreciate your
thoughtfulness!
Dete Crawford - 7 hours ago

“

We are holding your family close in our hearts. We pray that our Savior will give you
all peace.
Love,
Jimmy and Debbie

Debbie Edenfield - July 03 at 07:37 AM

“

“

Thank you so much for your thoughts, prayers and friendship.
Dete Crawford - July 07 at 11:36 AM

How do you say everything you want to say about a God-fearing man in a few
words? You cannot. For over 38 years Wallace was an ideal neighbor, a best friend
to my husband, Dewell, an extended family to my daughter and grandchildren, a
devoted fellow church family member who was always willing to take on any project
the church needed with JW (the other golf cart "amigo") and we were co-workers as
well for many years. In a nutshell, Wallace was a good and kind man. God is surely
pleased with his servant and now he can rest on a heavenly golf cart with Dewell as
they laugh and try to solve the woes of the world which they did each afternoon.
Bootsie, Joe, Jan and Dete you and your families were blessed by his presence in
your lives--so was mine.

Ginny Rushing - July 02 at 04:18 PM

“

Thank you so much for your kind words! We are truly grateful for the friendship you have
shared with our parents and the love and care you have continued to show them
throughout all these years!
Jan O'Meara - July 07 at 12:05 PM

“

Dear Joe, Jan and Dete,
I was so sorry to hear of the loss of your sweet Dad! He was always so kind with a
friendly smile for us all! Ronnie and I enjoyed reading the obituary and thinking of
fond memories of Hephzibah! Please know that you are all in our thoughts and
prayers at this time. You all are dear to me! Please give my love and sympathy to
your mother as well!
Sincerely,
Susan Jeffcoat

Susan Jeffcoat - July 01 at 07:34 PM

“

“

Thank you so much for your thoughtfulness and prayers!
Jan O'Meara - July 07 at 11:39 AM

He was a good man, my thoughts and prayers go out to each one of you during this
difficult time. May God be with you and comfort you.
Fay Alley Hayes

Fay Alley Hayes - June 30 at 09:26 AM

“
“

“

Thank you for your kind words and prayers.
Dete Crawford - July 01 at 02:42 PM

Thank you for your thoughts and prayers.
Jan O'Meara - July 07 at 11:41 AM

Enjoyed working with you, and fellowshipping at the numerous events in the
Hephzibah community. Great asset to the community.
Mardy Clark

Mardy Clark - June 29 at 06:16 PM

“
“

Thank you for your thoughtfulness and kind words.
Dete Crawford - July 01 at 02:43 PM

Dave and I are so sorry for your loss. What a great man and true man of God. We will miss
him greatly!
Marci Hardy - July 04 at 01:01 PM

“

Dave and Marci, thank you so much for your kind words and thoughtfulness. You are such
a blessing to the Hephzibah UMC!
Dete Crawford - 7 hours ago

