Karel Kwass Copenhaver
May 23, 1939 - October 30, 2021

Karel Kwass Copenhaver
Age 82, died peacefully, surrounded by her children and loved ones, on October 30, 2021
in Augusta, Georgia after a courageous battle with cancer.
Karel was born on May 23, 1939 in Bluefield, West Virginia. She was one of three children
of Sidney and Edna Kwass. Karel attended Agnes Scott College, and subsequently
married and settled in Augusta.
Karel became a staple of the community over the last 60 years. She remained an active
member of the Augusta community until her final days. Karel served on multiple boards
over the years, including the new Augusta Jewish Museum, Medical Association of
Georgia, Augusta Symphony Guild, United Way and Easter Seals. She was a fixture of the
CCI Temple Sisterhood and in 1983 was chosen as “Woman of the Year”. She loved
attending Sabbath services and most recently played an integral part in the fundraising
efforts for the new Augusta Jewish Museum. She led by example, both in Augusta and her
“summer camp” in Highlands, North Carolina.
Karel was passionate about her family and extended family. She is survived by her 3
children: Eve Turner, Brian Estroff (Heidi Estroff), Eric (Dianne) Estroff; 7 grandchildren:
Rachel (Andrew) Orenberg, Josh (Melanie) Turner, Jake Estroff, Ben Estroff, Shelby
Estroff, Noah Estroff, Sydney Estroff; 2 great grandchildren: Maya Orenberg and Micah
Turner; her brother, Robert Kwass; her sister, Kathy (Charles) Gross; and many children
and grandchildren by marriage.
Family and friends are invited to attend a celebration of her life at the Congregation
Children of Israel at 3005 Walton Way, Augusta, GA. 30909 at 6:00 pm on November 1.
Traditional observance of Shiva will be located at 35 Indian Cove Rd. Augusta, GA.
30909. To express condolences, please visit https://www.thomaspoteet.com/obituaries/Kar
el-Copenhaver/
The family would like to acknowledge the fantastic support of the Augusta University
medical staff, especially Dr. Sharad Ghamande and Katie Dorr for their incredible
dedication over the last few years. Donations in Karel’s honor can be made to the Augusta
Jewish Museum, American Cancer Society (Gynecological Division), or Highlands
Performing Arts Center.

Thomas Poteet & Son Funeral Directors, 214 Davis Rd., Augusta, GA 30907 (706) 3648484. Please sign the guestbook at www.thomaspoteet.com
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Comments

“

Wonderful childhood memories of playing with Karel riding our bikes and picnics in
the park. Fond memories of the Kwass family also. With deepest sympathy,
Anne Shanklin Warlick.

Anne Warlick - November 06, 2021 at 10:51 PM

“

Karel was one of the most courageous women I have ever met. She handled all that
life gave her with grace and dignity and no complaints. I looked forward to playing
golf and other activities with her in the summers at Highlands Falls. She will be
missed.
Ellis and Gordon McIntyre

Ellis McIntyre - November 06, 2021 at 08:04 PM

“

In the 1950's we had a sizable Jewish community and Temple Youth Group in
Bluefield, WV. Although Karel was one year behind me in school, we were good
friends. We also attended youth conclaves with Jewish students from all over WV
and surrounding states.
I was glad to see that she maintained her Jewish roots and was active in Jewish
causes.
My condolences to her family. David Katz (now of Sarasota, FL).

David Katz - November 04, 2021 at 11:24 AM

“

My mother, Dorothy Gills Kahle grew up with Karel in Bluefield and they remained life
long friends. As her son, I grew up hearing about all the fun stories and trips to the
beach. We wish her family well and forward our deepest sympathy. Karel sounds like
she was an amazing woman! - Dottie and David

Dorothy Gills Kahle - November 02, 2021 at 03:16 PM

“

Gracious Lavender Basket was purchased for the family of Karel Kwass Copenhaver.

November 01, 2021 at 07:39 PM

“

Karel's beautiful spirit and love of all people radiated wherever she went and
whoever she touched. She loved the arts and the history of the CSRA, especially the
Jewish heritage in the CSRA, and was a friend and inspiration to many. She worked
tirelessly to gain support for the Augusta Jewish Museum wherever she was and was
a champion for the arts in Augusta. Karel's memory is a blessing and her legacy will
live on with her family and friends. We will miss you Karel and now you are with so
many caring souls that have gone before you.
Love and Light, Robyn Wittenberg Dudley

Robyn Wittenberg Dudley - November 01, 2021 at 04:28 PM

“

Robyn Wittenberg Dudley lit a candle in memory of Karel Kwass Copenhaver

Robyn Wittenberg Dudley - November 01, 2021 at 04:16 PM

“

We extend our condolences and sympathy to Karel's entire family. We will miss her
warmth and charm and appreciated her commitment to our entire community
Sincerely,
Joan and Sumner Fishbein

Joan Fishbein - November 01, 2021 at 01:30 PM

“

Sending prayers to you and your family.

Mel Talbert - November 01, 2021 at 10:35 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers and with you all at this time

Harold Shapiro & Family - November 01, 2021 at 07:09 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear the sad news . She was a champion. My deepest sympathy to
her beautiful family. Much love and many hugs to Eve, Brian and Eric
Mimi Siegel and Larry cohen

Mimi Siegel - October 31, 2021 at 10:10 PM

“

Enduring Grace was purchased for the family of Karel Kwass Copenhaver.

October 31, 2021 at 07:56 PM

“

My condolences to all of Karel’s family and friends. It’s been close to 15 years since
I’d seen her, but she still stands out as one amazing, beautiful woman. May her
memory be for a blessing to those who knew and loved her. Eleanor Rose Godfrey

Eleanor Rose Godfrey - October 31, 2021 at 07:16 PM

“

She will be missed

Rebecca Leach Dozier - October 31, 2021 at 05:32 PM

“

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the family of Karel Kwass Copenhaver.

October 31, 2021 at 05:07 PM

“

I have only known this beautiful woman for the last 7 years. We went to yoga
together and would see each other at Highlands Falls events. Karel was a joy to
know. She was always gracious and kind. My life has been blessed having her in it.
Kathy Eastman

Kathy Eastman - October 31, 2021 at 04:04 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Karel Kwass
Copenhaver.

October 31, 2021 at 01:46 PM

