Rev. Lawrence A. Garvey
July 3, 1939 - May 6, 2019

Augusta, GA – Entered into rest Monday, May 6, 2019, The Reverend Lawrence A.
Garvey, husband of 55 years to Donna Garvey.
Reverend Garvey was born to Lawrence and Lorraine Carrigan Garvey in Jamaica, New
York City. He lived in Brooklyn, New York for the first 37 years of his life. In 1963, while a
graduate student at the University of Michigan he married Donna Lee Cole. They returned
to Brooklyn in 1964, moving to Indiana in 1977 where they resided in Summitville. They
retired to South Carolina in 2003.
Reverend Garvey was a graduate of LaSalle Academy on the Lower East Side of
Manhattan, and received his bachelors degree, magna cum laude, from Brooklyn College
in 1961. He was elected to Phi Beta Kappa in that year, and remained active in the
academic honor society for the rest of his life. He was also elected to Alpha Kappa Delta,
the national sociological honor society. In 1981 he received the Master of Divinity degree
from the Earlham School of Religion in Richmond, Indiana. He also studied at the
University of Michigan, the New School for Social Research, New York University and the
New York School of the Visual Arts.
From 1961 until 1977 when he was called into the Ministry, he worked as a social worker
for the New York City Department of Social Services. During that time he served in Child
Protective Services, the New York City Family Courts, and concluded his social work
career as special assistant to the Commissioner of Child Welfare.
Upon graduation from the Earlham School of Religion he was the founding pastor of the
Cornerstone Community Church in Alexandria, Indiana. He served as pastor from 1981
until his retirement as Pastor Emeritus in 2003. He was a member of both the Summitville
and the Madison County Ministerial Associations.
Reverend Garvey was active in body-building and power-lifting for much of his life. He was
a member of the Grant County YMCA and various weightlifting organizations. He loved
the music of Bach and Mozart, as well as literature, biography and history. From childhood
he was interested in stamp collecting, specializing in early Irish and English stamps. He
was a member of the American Philatelic Society and the Eire Philatelic Society. Reverend
Garvey wrote every day for most of his adulthood.
Revered Garvey is survived by his wife: Donna; three daughters: Rosemarie (Paul) Handy

of Marietta, Georgia; Caitlin (Jeff Dunkelberger) Garvey of Alexandria, Virginia; and
Morgan (Ricky) Rhodes of Jackson, South Carolina; a sister: Barbara Proulx of Warren,
Rhode Island; four grandchildren: Timothy A. Handy (Kayla), Kaitlin Rhodes, Lucas A.
Garvey, and Liam R. Garvey; great grandchild Hannah I. Handy; numerous cousins,
nephews and nieces in both the United States and Canada. His parents, a sister
Rosemarie, and two brothers, Joseph and John, preceded him in death.
Funeral services will be held Thursday, May 9, 2019 at 11:00 A.M. at the Church of the
Holy Comforter with Dr. Cynthia Taylor officiating. A reception will follow.
Memorial contributions may be made to the Church of the Holy Comforter at 473 Furys
Ferry Rd, Martinez, GA 30907.
Thomas Poteet & Son Funeral Directors, 214 Davis Rd., Augusta, GA 30907 (706) 3648484.
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Comments

“

Hi Donna, Rosemarie, Caitlin & Morgan,
We are sorry to learn of Larry's passing. We have so many wonderful memories of
Larry's preaching, teaching and leadership gifts. He had a brilliant mind that was
always challenging us to go deeper in our spiritual walk with the Lord. You are in our
prayers and confident He will bring comfort a healing as you look to him in this
difficult time.
Sincerely,
Terome & Sharon Gough

Terome & Sharon Gough - May 11 at 09:57 PM

“

Dear Donna and family: Please know you are in our thoughts and prayers at this
time. You might remember that we got together with you and Larry on our way to
Florida one year in South Carolina. We were so glad we took the time to meet you
both. Also thanks so much for all your work on the “Garvey” family tree. With our
deepest sympathy, Mary and Ken Garvey, Midland, Ontario (formally from
Antigonish, Nova Scotia).

Ken Garvey - May 11 at 03:54 PM

“

Rev Larry married Don and I almost 20 years ago. Donna played the piano. It was a
beautiful and small service. We laughed as he forgot to light the unity candle. We
kept in contact with both of them via cards or calls. Larry said we may have been his
most successful marriage....lol. Love that man. Heaven got a great asset. Don and
Marcie Beckman

Marcie and Don Beckman - May 10 at 06:23 PM

“

Marcie And Don Beckman lit a candle in memory of Rev. Lawrence A. Garvey

Marcie and Don Beckman - May 10 at 06:19 PM

“

Donna, Caitlin, Morgan & Rosemarie,
Our loving thoughts and prayers are with you all. "Pastor Garvey" was a great
teacher and inspiration to all of us. We still speak of his "digressing" during a sermon.
(Those were his words, not ours.) It seems like only yesterday we were laughing
together, we'll do that again in eternity.
With Love,
Spencer & Sharon Bunch

Sharon Bunch - May 10 at 02:47 PM

“

Hi Donna & family l have never met any of your family, have only heard of you from
my brother Ken who l believe you have met. Reading the obituary one can see
Lawrence led a full life for his God. May God comfort you at this time. R.J.& Peggy
Garvey Alliston,On.

R.J. G ARVEY - May 10 at 10:52 AM

“

So happy that we got to meet our cousin Larry and some of his family ..May your
cherished memories bring you comfort

Barb Huggan - May 09 at 01:53 PM

“

Donna- Sincere sympathy to you and all the Garvey family on the death of Rev
Lawrence . I am a first cousin from Antigonish Nova Scotia and met him when he
visited Nova Scotia - wonderful obituary for a life well lived - RIP Rev Garvey
John Robertson

John Robertson - May 08 at 05:35 AM

