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Dr. Paulette Proctor Harris, PhD
Augusta, GA- A pioneer for the advocacy of literacy, Dr. Paulette Proctor Harris, entered
into rest peacefully on Thursday, March 11, 2021. Paulette was born October 5, 1949 in
Augusta, GA to Paul E. Proctor and Ilma Hankinson Cason Proctor. Paulette graduated
from the Academy of Richmond County in 1967. After high school, she continued her
education at Augusta College, where she graduated in 1971 with a Bachelor of Arts in
Education and French. She went on to receive a master’s degree from Augusta College
and earned her Doctorate with Honors from the University of South Carolina in Columbia,
SC in 1983. Paulette also held numerous post-doctoral and education certifications
including several in the special education, gifted, and reading concentrations.
Dr. Harris was passionate about education. After college graduation, she began teaching
in Richmond County and spent seven years in the school system serving as a Title 1
reading specialist, lead teacher, and assistant principal. Dr. Harris began her career at
Augusta College in 1978, moving through the ranks in the College of Education including
instructor, assistant professor, associate professor, coordinator, director, interim dean, and
professor of education. Since 1991, Dr. Harris served as the Cree-Walker Endowed Chair
and Professor in Education.
Dr. Harris served as the longest tenured professor on the Summerville campus of Augusta
University with over 42 years of service. She was the Founder and Director of the
University’s Literacy Center. Founded in 1990, the Augusta University Literacy Center has
served as a tremendous resource for literacy among children and adults in the Central
Savannah River Area. For more than 30 years, both children and adults learned reading
through a nationally acclaimed reading program facilitated by Dr. Harris. Through her
work, the Literacy Center at Augusta University was named a National Exemplary Model
by the National Reading Styles Institute, one of the nation’s leading research-based
educational organizations dedicated to improving literacy. Dr. Harris was also instrumental
in spearheading satellite literacy programs in local school systems such as McDuffie

County and Richmond County. Additionally, Dr. Harris taught many local school leaders
and teachers and remained active showing and offering support, training, and expertise to
school administrators, teachers, and students throughout the entire Central Savannah
River Area.
Her cordial approach while working with others led to Dr. Harris being most respected and
viewed as an educational humanitarian in efforts to support childhood and adult literacy. A
renowned researcher and scholar, Dr. Harris had over 50 published works and was a
frequent presenter at the local, regional, and national, and international levels. Dr. Harris
held leadership roles in numerous organizations including the Georgia Reading
Association, National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educators, Georgia
Association for Young Children, Association for Childhood Education International
Committee, and National Council Teachers of English.
In addition to her literacy work, Dr. Harris served as President of the Rho Chapter of Delta
Kappa Gamma, the American Association of University Women-Augusta, and CSRA Phi
Delta Kappa. Dr. Harris also served on the Governor’s Child Care Council and as Literacy
Coordinator for the College Hill Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution.
Dr. Harris received several special awards and honors including the Richard S. Wallace
Distinguished Service, Town and Gown, Education Faculty Teaching, Faculty Service,
Outstanding Faculty, and College of Education Distinguished Alumna of the Year Awards
from Augusta University and its legacy institutions. She was selected as a National Fellow
in 1993 by the American Association of Colleges and University Women. She received the
Delta Gamma Woman of the Year of Impact Award, Girl Scouts Woman of Excellence
Award, and Phi Delta Kappa Service Key as Outstanding Leader.
Paulette loved spending time in her hometown of Augusta as well as Saint Simons Island,
GA. She was a member of the United States Power Squadrons, Commander of the
Savannah River Sail and Power Squadron, and charter member of the Golden Isles Sail
and Power Squadron. She was active at Saint Mary’s Catholic Church and later at Saint
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Augusta, Georgia.
Paulette is survived by her devoted husband, Stephen Ruby, who she married in 2015 and
brought much joy to her life. In addition to her husband, Paulette is survived by her sister,
Stephanie Proctor Herzberg (Joe), of Augusta, GA, multiple nieces, and nephews, three
step grandchildren, and friends that she considered family. She is preceded in death by
her late husband, Dr. Audie Holmes, who loved and supported her. She was also
preceded in death by her two brothers, Ronald Lowe Cason and Adam Webster Cason.

The family will receive friends Monday evening from 5:00 to 7:00 PM at the funeral home
and a graveside service will be held on Tuesday, March 16, 2021, at 11:00 AM at
Westover Memorial Park with Reverend Dr. Talmadge A. “Joe” Bowden officiating.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to support her passion and life’s work through
the Augusta University Literacy Center. Donations can be mailed to the Augusta University
Foundation, 1120 15th Street, AD-1104, Augusta, GA 30912 or online at
https://www.augusta.edu/giving/gift.php?fund=293230.
Thomas Poteet & Son Funeral Directors, 214 Davis Rd., Augusta, GA 30907 (706) 3648484. Please sign the guestbook at www.thomaspoteet.com
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Comments

“

Sorry for the loss of a wonderful person. She will be missed.

Susan Feldmann - March 16 at 08:22 PM

“

Aunt Paulette pushed me to get an associate’s degree, then bachelor’s, and finally a
masters. She even mentioned a Phd. We just ran out of time before she could help
me with that. I am a teacher because of her. 12 years as a middle grades ELA
teacher. Thank you “Pok”.

Chris - March 16 at 02:01 PM

“

Paulette had a keen sense of all that was good in her students and in all the children
she mentored. I was privileged to have been the recipient of her excellent teaching
as a master’s degree student. Later, as a colleague in early childhood education
circles, I witnessed her passion, her ability to empower educators on committees and
advisory boards she served on, and her willingness to present sessions at state and
local early childhood conferences. Paulette was an inspiration to all who knew her,
and her legacy will live on.
Betsy Benson Walker, EdD

Betsy Benson Walker - March 15 at 05:12 PM

“

Paulette's family is in our prayers. I will miss her support. Charles and Teresa
Wilsdorf

Charles H. Wilsdorf - March 15 at 12:55 PM

“

Dr. Harris was a pillar of the Education Department at Augusta
College/State/University. I met her while working on my Ed. S. at what was then
Augusta State. She will be greatly missed.
Nancy Lamb

Nancy Lamb - March 15 at 12:31 PM

“

Dr. Harris was a huge part of my education and my advisor in completing my M.Ed.
and professional career at Augusta Technical College. She was an inspiration to me
and shared her passion for teaching in everything she did. I will miss her authentic
influence to our field of teaching.

Betsy Bouwhuizen - March 15 at 12:18 PM

“

I am saddened to know about the death of my most favorite college professor: She
saw me through my beginning of preparation for teaching through my Six Year
Degree. Always so positive and eager to help me achieve my goals. God receives a
jewel as she meets the Master. Thank you, Family, for allowing many to share in her
"Goodness".

Ruth Hodge - March 14 at 05:42 PM

“

It is with much sadness to hear of the passing of Dr. Harris. I met her back in the late
eighties as a student at Augusta College. I found her to be a true advocate for
children and adult literacy, which has inspired me as an administrator. She has
always been highly respected in the Richmond County Education System and will be
dearly missed.
Tim Jones
Wheeless Road Elementary School
Principal

Tim Jones - March 13 at 03:21 PM

“

From, Dee and Mitchell, Jason, Eric purchased the Gracious Lavender Basket for the
family of Dr. Paulette Proctor Harris.

From, Dee and Mitchell, Jason, Eric - March 13 at 02:57 PM

“

Paulette was a special soul, full of energy and passion for all that she loved. I worked
with her in many ways in support of arts education. She was a vital member of the
education and arts community. My condolences to the family.

Cindy O'Brien - March 13 at 06:28 AM

“

Such a magnificent woman. I met Dr. Harris when I worked as her grad assistant for
two years; she was such a supportive, kind, and loving person. Her compassion and
love of teaching really taught me a lot on how to view people and their abilities. She
was really good at finding your strengths and making sure you knew about it. She will
be greatly missed.

Melissa Mudd - March 13 at 01:17 AM

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of Dr. Paulette Proctor Harris.

March 12 at 09:18 PM

