Phylis Holliday
July 26, 1939 - December 22, 2020

Augusta, GA – Mrs. Phylis Clara Holliday, 81, entered into rest on December 22, 2020.
Phylis, the daughter of the late Thomas Carden McGuire and the late Sara Nell McGuire,
was born and grew up in Atlanta, GA, attending Murphy High School. She met her
husband at a Delta Tau Delta party on Georgia Tech campus, married in Atlanta, and
graduated from the Barrett School of Nursing in Augusta, GA. Phylis enjoyed camping,
traveling, making meals for church friends and neighbors recovering from illness, and was
busy crocheting scarves for overseas soldiers and newborn babies. She was dearly loved
by her family.
In addition to her parents, Phylis was preceded in death by her beloved husband of 53
years: Reuben Auburn (R.A.) Holliday, brother: Douglas McGuire, and brother-in-law:
Judson Delany. Survivors include her daughters: Sheryl Wendzik (Brian) of North Augusta,
SC, Sara Laurie Caldwell (Chris) of Augusta, GA, and Amy James (Greg) of Harlem, GA;
son Richard Auburn (Rick) Holliday of Augusta, GA; granddaughters: Alison Holliday,
Madelaine Wendik, Natasia Caldwell, and Rebekah Holliday; grandsons: Neal Holliday,
Miles Wendzik, Ian Caldwell, and Carden James; brother: Thomas McGuire (Ramona)
and sister: Diane Delany.
A Celebration of Life will be held Tuesday, December 29, 2020, at 12:00 pm, at Warren
Baptist Church at 3203 Washington Road, Augusta, GA 30907, with Dr. David McKinley
officiating and Pastor Joseph Humphreys providing music. Phylis was a member of
Warren Baptist Church since 1966, a Sunday School teacher, and a regular attendee of
the JOY Club and an active member of the Garden Club.
Phylis was the first person in her family to attend college, initially to become a missionary.
But when a flu epidemic consumed the college, she helped out by tending to sick
students. This newfound passion resulted in making a career change and going into the
medical field. Since Georgia Baptist School of Nursing did not allow married students to
attend, Phylis transferred to the Barrett School of Nursing in Augusta, GA, which did allow
married students. She was also the first student to attend Barrett School, have a baby,

and immediately return to school for three months with a baby (Sheryl) in a basket by her
side, until graduating. She was a missionary where she was most needed and made it her
life’s work to help others overcome their own obstacles.
Phylis was Executive Director of United Way’s Friendship Community Center of Augusta
for 31 years. She served on the Mayor’s Committee to End Homelessness, the Augusta
Task Force, the Human Rights Committee, EFSP (formerly FEMA), the Depression & BiPolar Advisory Council, the Grand Rounds Medical College of GA, the Mayor’s Relocation
of Gilbert Manor, the Prevention of Elder Abuse (Sr. Citizen), the VA Advisory Council, and
the GA Mental Health Planning Council. She fought for those who could not fight for
themselves by turning in Robyn Williams and others in 2005. A scholarship was created in
her name and honor due to her tireless efforts as a mental health advocate, and was
awarded at the Bert Yancey Mental Health Golf Tournament.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the United Way of the CSRA, 1765
Broad St., Augusta, GA, 30904 (706) 724-5544.
Thomas Poteet & Son Funeral Directors, 214 Davis Rd., Augusta, GA 30907, is honored
to serve the family of Mrs. Phylis Holliday. Please sign the guestbook at http://www.thomas
poteet.com.
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Comments

“

Phylis was quite simply my best friend and I will sorely miss her. She was a truly
wonderful and caring person!

Russ Veno - December 30, 2020 at 04:46 PM

“

I met Phylis while working for The Augusta Chronicle. I wrote many stories about the
Friendship Community Center in the 90s, and Phylis was always a bright and
cheerful face. She had a great energy, a joyful laugh and a love for people. I'm
saddened to hear of her passing.
Charmain Z. Brackett

Charmain Z, Brackett - December 30, 2020 at 12:02 PM

“

I remember our growing up time as so great because Granddaddy McGuire had built
all the various houses or 8 difference places and apartments on their house so that
all their children could live close together, I think over the years it totaled adding two
apartments on his house, a garage apartment behind his house, a house for my
Mother and Dad when I was born, two houses next door to his house,one across the
street from the main house, and one house two houses next door to main house.,
It was a wonderful time growing up with our grandparents around us, I guess I was
one of the oldest that got to live in one or more of these houses until they had both
passed away .
It was a great time for all . I know that Phylis and I were the oldest there until the
Grandparents had passed away. But it was a wonderful time growing up and Phylis
was my best pal all those years and for many more years to come.
Phylis had called me last spring for a cousins reunion in the spring and we were all
so looking forward to it, when here comes the pandemic. So sorry we could not get
together. Will always love you and remember our good time.
Love, Marilyn DeLoras Grainger White,

Marilyn White - December 29, 2020 at 06:46 PM

“

Sending our deepest sympathy to all the family. Phylis was such a dear friend and a
wonderful part of our Sunday School Class.
Doug and Shelby Beasley

Shelby Beasley - December 29, 2020 at 10:21 AM

“

A visit to Friendship Community Center was among my first clinical (fieldwork)
assignments. It was 1989. There I observed the administrator, R.N., my assigned
fieldwork supervisor. She was intently encouraging her client’s participation in their
various activities. She seemed truly invested in each participant's involvement and
inclusion within the group. I remembered her throughout my 31 years in healthcare.
In these past two years, a much too brief time, Phyllis Holliday became my neighborthree doors away. I was elated when I realized who my new neighbor was. I have
watched Phyllis Holliday continuing to serve her community and the needs of others.
Throughout these past two years I have seen the many ways she has committed her
energy and put her hands to work for others. More than once I have seen her boxes
of small knitted caps to be sent either to infants in Appalachia or to the infants of men
and women in military service.
Week after week as I walked by her house, she would be outside at her car- the
trunk wide open- as she assembled a variety of household goods and also her
carefully wrapped home cooked meals to be delivered to shut-ins. As for our
neighborhood she often delivered these tasty meals to those who were recovering
from illness or surgery, myself included.
Phyllis Holliday has indeed been a missionary, the vocation she aspired to even early
in her life. Her gift of herself to others, her devotion to this community and beyond will
be missed.
- Kathryn E. Whittle

Kathryn Whittle - December 28, 2020 at 10:25 AM

“

I have wonderful memories of years of interaction with Phylis, first while I was on
Occupational Therapist at GA Regional in the 80s and 90s, then while I was Program
Director of the OT Assistant Program at Augusta Technical College and I had
students who did their rotations at Friendship Community Center. She educated
many students from various disciples over the years. She was a huge advocate for
mental health and developed many therapeutic programs for clients and worked
tirelessly for their benefit. I cannot put into words the impact she had on my efforts to
help the those with mental health issues. Phylis will be missed by greatly by those
who knew her...

Sandra Schumann - December 28, 2020 at 12:17 AM

“

I met Phylis through Leadership Augusta in 2006, which later led me to sit on the
Friendship Community Center‘s Board. We would meet up monthly for a ladies night
out. This year due to COVID we did not meet the last 8 months, which saddens me.
My heartfelt condolences to her family. She was a wonderful lady to be around. My
thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult time.
Sonja Deckelman-Klinke

Sonja Klinke - December 27, 2020 at 04:40 PM

“

95 files added to the album Phylis family photos

Brian Wendzik - December 27, 2020 at 02:52 PM

“

Rick,
I’m so sorry to hear of your mom’s passing. What a great legacy she leaves behind.
Keeping you and your family in my prayers.

Myra Smeak - December 27, 2020 at 12:05 PM

“

We share your grief. Phylis was a wonderful lady, full of joy and sincere caring for
others. She was the heart of her Sunday School Class and will surely be missed by
all.
We loved her dearly, Don and Pat Autry

Pat Autry - December 27, 2020 at 12:05 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Phylis Holliday.

December 25, 2020 at 05:07 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Phylis Holliday.

December 25, 2020 at 11:51 AM

“

So sorry for your loss! Phylis was such a joy to know and to be around she will surely
be missed by the Autry Class at Warren. We Loved her.
Frank and Sarah Neal

Frank / Sarah Neal - December 25, 2020 at 08:08 AM

“

Rick,
So sorry for your loss. Our prayers are with you and your family. Hugs are sent this, wish
we could be there in person but are with you through our hearts.
Eddie and Karin Waycaster
eddie and karin waycaster - December 28, 2020 at 07:32 AM

“

I became a nurse and then a healthcare CEO because of Aunt Phylis. She has
impacted so many people. We are all blessed to have had her in our life. Our prayers
and positive thoughts are with our cousins at this difficult time. Love, Robbin and
Robert Lee

Robbin and Robert Lee - December 23, 2020 at 03:23 PM

“

I was very lucky to have known and spent time with Phylis. She was fun and fun loving.
She gave of herself constantly. She was special. My heart goes out to her family.
Ann Winter
Ann Winter - December 29, 2020 at 07:07 AM

“

I worked with Phylis at Friendship many years. There was never a better friend or a more
caring person. Thoughts and prayers to all the family.
Harold Ramos
Harold Ramos - December 30, 2020 at 01:41 PM

“

Phyllis was a dear friend all through elementary and high school and she was my
roommate at Mars Hill College. My sympathies go out to her family.
Ann Tarver Graves - February 17 at 08:01 AM

