Robert Banks
August 7, 1933 - August 13, 2020

Augusta, GA – Entered into rest on Wednesday, August 13, 2020, Robert Lee Banks, 87,
husband of Mrs. Lorraine Steele Banks.

Family members in addition to his wife include his sons: Buzzy Banks (Lauren), Tom
Banks (Angela), David Banks (Debbie); grandchildren: Robert Banks, Dwight Banks, Lee
Banks, William Banks, Weylan Morris, Jolene Wilson, Chelsea Percival (Austin), Lindsey
Guilbeau (Taylor), Thomas Banks, Ian McDaniel (Jessie), Mitchel Banks (Leslie), Morgan
Banks; great-grandchildren: Pearson Percival, Palmer Guilbeau and Windsor McDaniel.
Bobby was preceded in death by his parents: Lee and Alice Banks and his daughter:
Karen Lee Gunn
Bobby was a lifelong resident of Augusta. He graduated from the Academy of Richmond
County and the University of Georgia, earning his master's degree in Education. A lifelong
educator, Bobby began his teaching career at Richmond Academy. He served as principal
of Sue Reynolds Elementary School, Fleming Elementary School, Bungalow Road
Elementary School, Tutt Junior High School and Westside High School. His passion for
educating youth was evident. He built strong relationships with his school communities.
Always standing up for the underdog, he believed in everyone! He encouraged all
students, no matter their lot in life, skin color or family situation to educate themselves to
become self-sufficient. Bobby was tough but always ready to give second chances.
After retiring from education, Bobby's entrepreneurial nature led him into the hotel and day
care businesses. His retirement also presented increased opportunities for his life-long
passion, barbering, which began while serving his country in the United States Navy. In
his free time, life on the river provided the perfect spot for rest, relaxation, and fishing. He
leaves behind his sweetheart of more than 65 years, his precious, "Rainie". He was a
loving husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather, uncle, and friend to all.
The graveside service will be held Tuesday, August 18, 2020 at 10:00 A.M. at Westover

Memorial Park with Dr. Joe Bowden officiating.
Memorial contributions may be made to the Augusta Christian Schools Building Fund, 313
Baston Road, Martinez, GA 30907.
The family will receive friends on Monday evening, August 17, 2020 at 5:00 until 7:00 P.M.
at Thomas Poteet & Son Funeral Directors, 214 Davis Rd., Augusta, GA 30907 (706) 3648484. Please sign the guestbook at www.thomaspoteet.com

Events
AUG
17

Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Thomas Poteet & Son
214 Davis Rd, Augusta, GA, US, 30907

AUG
18

Funeral Service

10:00AM

Westover Memorial Park
2601 Wheeler Road, Augusta, GA, US, 30904

Comments

“

Sad to read of Mr Banks's passing . He was my principal during 5,6,7 th grades at
Sue Reynolds back in the mid 60's. He was very good to us rural kids. Hauling us
boys to softball games in his mustang convertible after school, and then in his station
wagon down to Allen Park in the summer. Also swim parties at his home. A real blast
back then. Great memories ! Later years he trimmed my hair at Daniel Village
barbershop a few times and I made some glasses for him at Murphy & Robinson .
God bless, Phillip (Phil) Harris

Phillip (Phil) Harris - August 23, 2020 at 01:03 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. My mom Evalyn Hadden worked for him and loved him. I
visited him at Elm Croft. Such a sweet man who made an impact on so many! RIP

Georgann Hadden - August 23, 2020 at 09:43 AM

“

I am so very sorry and saddened to hear of Mr Banks’ passing!! My heartfelt
sympathies to his Family and Friends!!

RICHARD VINCENT LOWE - August 22, 2020 at 06:43 AM

“

Bobby Banks was principal at Westside High School when he hired me with the
Board of Education to work as a paraprofessional with Carlos Ortiz. He was a great
boss one that I did not have a problem talking to. Buzzy and I graduated together
from Richmond Academy. I would like to extend my heartfelt sympathy to the family
during your time of bereavement and I pray that you will be confident

Rita Becton - August 20, 2020 at 05:30 AM

“

Rita Becton lit a candle in memory of Robert Banks

Rita Becton - August 20, 2020 at 05:17 AM

“

Rita Becton lit a candle in memory of Robert Banks

Rita Becton - August 20, 2020 at 05:16 AM

“

My mother, Angel Capers, followed Mr. Banks from one school to another. She could
never say no to him, whether he asked her to lead the drama club or be faculty
advisor for the yearbook. He stopped by our house on the way to the ball field
frequently. He was definitely a presence in our family. Our sympathy is with Mrs.
Banks and the family.

Allison Cobb - August 19, 2020 at 09:46 AM

“

I will forever hold fond memories of Mr. Banks. From principal, baseball coach, and
friend. My prayers go out to the entire Banks family. He absolutely touched everyone
he came in contact with...

Jimmy Vowell - August 18, 2020 at 09:48 PM

“

My father, Sammie Lamb, and Mr. Bobby were contemporaries. I remember my
mother, Gayle, telling me a story of Mr. Bobby coming to the house while my father
recovered from kidney surgery to give him a 'makeover' by cutting his hair. Mom was
around 7 months pregnant at the time with me so it was hard for her to get around.
She was always grateful for that visit! I know that when Daddy passed in 2008, the
prayers and condolences of the Banks family were with us. We send you the prayers
and love of our merciful God with the hopes that they will bring you comfort during
this time.
Gayle, Nancy, Richie and Heather Lamb
Atlanta, GA

Nancy - August 18, 2020 at 12:38 PM

“

Mr. Banks was my principal at Bungalow Road Elementary. He was such a caring
person. He was always looking out for everyone. My love and prayers to Mrs. Banks
and the family.
Linda Kelley

Linda Kelley - August 18, 2020 at 11:11 AM

“

Mr Banks was my principal at West Side High school and I graduated in 1980. Then
Susan and I had our children at Augusta Christian with the Banks ruling :)
May Christ comfort and encourage you all....It is his promise.
Susan and I send our Love
Lee and Susan Jernigan

Lee Jernigan - August 17, 2020 at 06:25 PM

“

Bobbie and I were in the Navy at the same time. Later-I taught NJROTC at Westside
when he was Principal and even later he recruited me to help in his barber shop in
Daniel Village. George Dean. I had the pleasure of visiting him in the care home and
regret I didn't do so more often as we enjoyed talking about old times. Like so many
others - I will miss him. George Dean

George Dean - August 17, 2020 at 02:20 PM

“

Mr. Banks is the best principal in history and was a hell of a great person. I moved to
Augusta in the middle of high school, and Mr. Banks is the reason I was able to
launch career as a journalist, soon working for the Atlanta papers and many media
jobs in Augusta. Not sure if this will get posted in my name (Greg Peterson) or
girlfriends. Damn, the world lost a human who cared about others. Bobby Banks
seemed immortably unstoppable. We all have dozens of stories about the honorable
Mr. Banks. Like a concert, many are holding up lighters in memory or lifting a drink.
Thank you Mr. Banks from all of us you touched.

Greg Peterson - August 17, 2020 at 02:04 PM

“

Ed and Barbie Beattie Family purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the family of
Robert Banks.

Ed and Barbie Beattie Family - August 17, 2020 at 12:26 PM

“

My junior year was a total failure. The only the way to graduate with my class was to
go to summer school in 1964. Mr. Banks was one of my teachers. It was his
encouragement that brought about the change in me to be able to not only graduate
with my class but to go on to college. I will always be thankful for the influence he
had on my life. My condolences to his family and all his friends.

Jimmy Kimberly - August 17, 2020 at 10:33 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Robert Banks.

August 17, 2020 at 09:30 AM

“

Dear Buzzy and family, I’m very sorry to hear of
your dad’s passing. My deepest condolences to you and your family for your loss.

Larry Patton - August 16, 2020 at 10:45 PM

“

Sincere condolences to the Banks family.

Katie B. DeLaigle - August 16, 2020 at 10:34 PM

“

I have a lot of fond memories of my high school years and Mr Banks was a large part
of that. He was always fair and worked hard to instill confidence in his students. My
thoughts and prays go out to Buzzy, Tom, and David. My life was better for having
known your dad.
Donald Coleman

Donald Coleman - August 16, 2020 at 09:18 PM

“

The Department of Georgia Disabled American Veterans (DAV) thanks Mr. Robert
Banls for his honorable service to our nation. May he rest in peace and may his
memory be a blessing to his family and all who knew him. Albert Boudy, DAV
Department Chaplain

Albert Boudy, CW4 (Ret) USA - August 16, 2020 at 06:22 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the family. I have such fond memories when the family
lived behind Hickman Park. Bobby and the whole family would come to the park. My
thoughts and prayers are with the family.
Maxine A. Rigsby, Augusta, Ga.

Maxine A. Rigsby - August 16, 2020 at 05:27 PM

“

To all the Banks family, your Dad will be missed, what a great man, tough and a
teddy bear at the same time, prays for you all!!

Heather Darby Garren - August 16, 2020 at 04:44 PM

“

Mr. Banks ,
As a young student you took time and
Taught me "your going to make
mistakes " but do what's Right !
And for that, I am truly gateful,
Rest in Peace and May God Bless your family
and all those you leave behind.
RespectfullyYours,
Rev.. Terence A.Dicks
Westside High School
'Class of 1980'

Terence Dicks - August 16, 2020 at 01:53 PM

“

Both of us are life long Augusta area residents. At age 12, I sometimes ate a full and
tasty breakfast at Banks Cafe on Broad Street. At age 16, Bobby taught me History
at The Academy of Richmond County. At age 45, my son and I were his regular
customers at his barber shop in Daniel Village. At age 74 I found him at Elmcroft
where my wife and I visited her brother resident there. I gave him a copy of the book
I wrote "Vietnam Convoy Trucker." He kept it there for a long time. He was a solid,
fine man who provided much guidance throughout his long and productive life. He
will be missed by many.
Bill(y) Patterson

Bill Patterson - August 16, 2020 at 11:59 AM

“

My prayers go out to the family. Bobby was a great man, friend and barber.

Walter J Worsham - August 16, 2020 at 09:54 AM

“

I am so sorry for the family loss of Mr.Bobby.He worked with Mr.Hugh McRay for
years.Mr.Hugh was with my Mom for thirteen years.Mr.Bobby cut my Dale's hair for
years.I loved Mr.Bobby and his comical way.Mr.Bobby is the last of them
all.David...Hugh...Bobby...they were a team at the barbershop.I loved them all.Good
bless all.

Lisa and Dale Taylor - August 15, 2020 at 06:19 PM

“

Mr.Banks was always there for me when my Father worked and lived over seas. I
was having some personal issues and he checked with me just about every morning,
he listened to me and made sure that I was alright. He literally allowed me to cry on
his shoulders, would dry my tears, give me one of his famous bear hugs and he
would check on me again when he saw me. I truly Loved this man and have so much
respect for him. He cared about all of his students and he didn't see color or what a
student had or didn't have. He cared about people period. God rest his soul and
prayerfully we will see each other again one day in heaven. Love you Mr.
Banks..Westside the Bestside Patriot

Tammie Johnson - August 15, 2020 at 06:18 PM

“

May the peace of God comfort everyone in the Banks family during this time. Mr.
Banks and the Banks family have long been friends of our family from the early days
back on Meigs St. He was very influential in the lives of me and many in our Class of
1978 as he was our principal through both Tutt and Westside. He helped me get my
Co-op job at GIW Industries which led to me going to Ga. Tech. Mr. Banks, may you
Rest In Peace!

Kevin Mitchell - August 15, 2020 at 10:54 AM

“

Bobby Banks was the best Principal I ever served under. One day I became a Principal and
used many of his guidelines. One thing for sure he took care of his teachers and it paid off.
His legacy will be around for many years to come. Yes it will Henry 'Hank" Ward
Try
Hank Ward - August 16, 2020 at 07:07 PM

“

I will always be thankful to Mr Banks for hiring me to teach at Westside. It was a
wonderful learning experience to work for such a good principal. My experience at
Westside enriched my teaching skills and set my career on the right path to become
a principal later.

Vicky D Addison - August 15, 2020 at 10:42 AM

“

I don’t remember a time when the Banks weren’t a part of my life. They were such
good friends with my parents, Jack and Edna Bell. Mr. Banks always had a smile on
his face and took extra care of Daddy, even coming to the hospital and house when
we needed him.
My heartfelt sympathy goes out to all of you.
Please kiss Aunt Rainy for me and tell her I love her.
Susan Bell Curwen

Susan Curwen - August 14, 2020 at 09:12 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you all at this time.

PHILIP S SHAPIRO - August 14, 2020 at 08:54 PM

“

My condolences to the entire family . Mr Banks truly was the best principal Westside
high school ever had .He loved his family, students and sports. He will always be
missed . Thanks to the family for sharing him as a great principal and friend .

Ricky Martin - August 14, 2020 at 06:58 PM

“

“

Our condolences to the entire family . - Winifred & Harold Johnston.
Harold - August 15, 2020 at 05:51 PM

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of Robert Banks.

August 14, 2020 at 06:16 PM

