Robert Lee McAllister Parks III
November 23, 1937 - March 19, 2020

Augusta, GA - Mr. Robert Lee McAllister Parks, III (Lee), beloved husband of Nancy
McElderry Parks, entered into rest at home on March 19, 2020. He survived many
illnesses over a 30 year period, leading to his nickname of “Miracle man.” He was the son
of the late Margaret Rebecca Stokes Parks and Robert Lee McAllister Parks, Jr. of
Augusta, GA.
Mr. Parks was born on November 23, 1937 at University Hospital in Augusta, and
attended public grammar schools in Augusta. He graduated from the Academy of
Richmond County, where he played on the golf team. Following graduation, he attended
the University of Georgia and was a member of the SAE fraternity.
In 1959, Mr. Parks joined the Army reserves. In 1960, his unit, the 210th Signal Company,
was called to duty during the Berlin Crisis and was deployed to Tobyhanna, Pennsylvania.
Always entertaining, he told many stories of various experiences while he was there.
Mr. Parks worked as a salesman for E-Z- Go Golf Carts in Augusta and Winston-Salem,
NC. He returned to Augusta, obtained a Real Estate and Brokers License and worked for
Southern Finance Corporation. He later formed a home construction company, RLP
Builders, and was a home builder for many years. In addition, he had several development
companies: Athens Properties and Trio Developers. In 1981, he was appointed to the
Richmond County Tax Assessors Board, served for six years, and served a two year term
as Chairman.
Lee was a member of the Augusta Country Club where he learned at an early age to play
golf. He was active in the Augusta Golf Association (AGA) and served as president in
1986. He served as the AGA Jamboree Co-chairman in 1971 and won the annual
tournament in 1974 with Mike Thompson of Atlanta.
Lee was an avid sportsman and hunting was one of his favorite sports. He spent nearly
every week-end during hunting season with other hunters at their leased farm. In addition,

he hunted in the Southwest U.S., Canada, Mexico and South America.
Family members in addition to his wife include two daughters and sons-in-law, Mary Irion
Parks Long and Jay Reiss Long, Jr., Anderson, SC; Susan Lee Parks Prather and Robert
Lionel Prather, Augusta, GA; five grandchildren: Taylor Lee Long, Jay Reiss Long, III,
Carter Bowen Long, Robert Chase Prather and Benjamin McAllister Prather; a sister,
Jacqueline Parks Cooksey and many nieces and nephews.
In consideration of the current Coronavirus threat, the family will hold a private graveside
service at 2:00 on Monday, March 23, 2020 at Westover Memorial Park with the Reverend
Robbie Hendricks officiating.
Suggested memorials in lieu of flowers may be made to the Art Patchin, Jr. Endowment
University Hospital Foundation, 1350 Walton Way, Augusta, GA 30901, Young Life of
Augusta, 2249 Walton Way Ste. B, Augusta, GA 30904 or a charity of your choice.
Thomas Poteet & Son Funeral Directors, 214 Davis Rd., Augusta, GA 30907 (706) 3648484. Please sign the guestbook at www.thomaspoteet.com

Comments

“

Nancy, Mary and Susan: I am thinking of you and the family during such a difficult
time. I wish I could hug you all !
Kevin Howard

Kevin Howard - March 29, 2020 at 02:47 PM

“

Nancy, I'm so sorry for your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with you. Tim Shields

Tim Shields - March 29, 2020 at 12:41 PM

“

Lee, a fellow we never saw often enough, always had that great smile on his face
and a twinkle in his eye. He will be dearly missed and we send all of our love to you,
his wonderful family.
Haskell and Dale Toporek

Haskell Toporek - March 25, 2020 at 08:45 PM

“

To the Park Family, On behalf of the Department of Georgia Disabled Ameican
Veterans, please accept our heartfelt condolences on the passing of Mr. Park. May
the memories of the moments and times you shared with him give you peace and
comfort. And, may God's grace and mercy be with you in the days, weeks, months
and years to come. State Chaplain Albert Boudy

Albet Boudy - March 25, 2020 at 02:28 PM

“

Roy and I are so sorry for your loss..We pray you and your family find comfort in
each other.

Roy and Marlene Rearden
Marlene Rearden - March 24, 2020 at 07:45 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Lee. He was a great guy -- usually. Loved our heated
discussions at breakfasts at Dukes and Sandwich City. He was a fighter! My prayers
for you, Nancy, and for your family.

Billy Herman - March 24, 2020 at 05:54 PM

“

Nancy, you both were such fighters. Cherish your memories. I bet he is enjoying golf
in heaven now. God be with your family. Love you,
Dollie Lacefield

Dollie Lacefield - March 24, 2020 at 03:11 PM

“

To Nancy , Mary and Susan, Your father was a great friend to me and to many more,
I will miss him at all of our Georgia Football games on Saturdays at some ones
home, what a great time we had. Praying for you all.
Roger Sidener

Roger Sidener - March 23, 2020 at 06:27 PM

“

Nancy, I know it's been a long haul for all of you. Lee always wore a beautiful smile
on his face and always so upbeat. Loved watching y'all dance at those wonderful
AGA Jamboree parties. We loved Lee - he was a darn nice guy! He will be missed by
so many.
Much love to you and your precious family.
Soleta and Dudley

soleta m. baird - March 23, 2020 at 10:26 AM

“

Mrs. Parks and children, I am so sorry for your loss. When I first came home to
Augusta after college and Pensacola, I used to see Mr. Lee at the club, and he was
always so friendly to me. We were fraternity brothers at different schools. He and Mr.
Carney always "looked out" for me. I will surely miss him.
Bert Hall

Bert Hall - March 22, 2020 at 09:09 PM

“

What a guy. Deepest sympathy and our prayers are for you and family...Ferris and
Bootsie Dorr

Ferris Dorr - March 21, 2020 at 09:58 PM

“

Nancy, I am so sorry to hear of your great loss. I have many fond memories of Lee
and you while I was working for Bill Williams. We had a lot of fun together, including a
party at Bobby and Ann's house. Sweet, sweet memories. Keep them all in your
heart.
Sincerely,
Gloria Bryan

gloria bryan - March 21, 2020 at 08:36 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to Nancy Parks and her family on the passing of a loving
husband and father. May God's grace surround you in the time of grief. Beverly A
Roberts

Beverly A. Roberts - March 21, 2020 at 12:38 PM

“

I am so sorry Nancy, if there is anything I can help with let me know

paula abdellatief DAR - March 21, 2020 at 12:38 PM

“

Nancy and family, I am so sorry for your loss. I am praying for you all always. I love
you with all my heart!

Daphne Hopson - March 21, 2020 at 11:28 AM

“

Dear Nancy, You are always a bright shining light to me. When I am reminded of
those who were in Chippy's life, my heart soars. I know Lee had so many challenges
with his health and certainly you were always there. Please know how my thoughts
are with you and will be. How odd I think of you all as being so young and realize that
is because I am so old ! I love my life with all the wonderful memories of people like
McElderrys" Anne Carmichael Sherman

Anne Sherman - March 21, 2020 at 10:38 AM

“

Praying and sending love to all of your family during this difficult time.
Marcia DeHaven

Marcia DeHaven - March 20, 2020 at 09:03 PM

“

Nancy & family, I am so sorry to hear this news....Lee was a shining star & I can
safely say I never saw him unhappy or not telling a joke....he will be missed...you
guys will be in my prayers.
Ann Bennett (Larry) Marcus
Panacea, FL

Ann F Marcus - March 20, 2020 at 05:24 PM

“

Nancy, So sorry to read this! Prayers for you and the family!
Geraldine

Geraldine Rinker - March 20, 2020 at 04:52 PM

