Ronald Saxton Welch
February 18, 1944 - May 8, 2020

Ronald Saxton Welch
Augusta, GA – Ronald Welch, the most extraordinary man to his family and friends
suddenly passed away on Friday, May 8th, 2020. Ron was a loving husband, father,
grandfather, and “Gpa.” Ron is survived by the love of his life, Barbara Welch and sister,
Pat Gayler. He was preceded in death by his sister, the late Jaymie Adams.
Ron is also survived by his daughters Sherri Mason and Shannon Usry and his daughters
Aileen Clark and Sharon Oates and son Keith Mobley who have considered him their
father for the past 31 years. Ron could not have loved them more if they were his own
children. There are also 10 grandchildren and 7 great grandchildren.
Ron lived his life to the fullest and will be greatly missed by his loving wife Barbara.
Ron Welch was born in McRae, Georgia to Curtis and Doris Welch. He attended North
Georgia College and then joined the Georgia National Guard. He then went on to a
successful career which included a long tenure at Southern Bell as well as various
positions at The First Baptist Church of Augusta and Castleberry Foods, Inc. Retirement
was not a word in Ron’s vocabulary. His passion and probably his favorite and most
enjoyable job of all was manifested in a dedicated, well qualified and compassionate
Columbia County Schools Bus driver and Trainer for the last five years. Ron was
extremely dedicated to the care and safe travel of all “his kids.” His passion for training
new drivers and shuttling students to and from overnight sporting events was second to
none. Ron has left many with heavy hearts and big shoes to fill.
All of Ron’s family will attest that there wasn’t anything Ron couldn’t do. Ron never failed
to use his talents as a builder, master craftsman and “jack of all trades” to assist all who
needed his help. He had the energy of three men and the family was awe inspired how he
seemed to never stop working. He was a friend and mentor to his son, sons-in law and
grandsons.

Ron was an avid golfer and fisherman and enjoyed many camping trips with his wife and
family.
Family get togethers will never be the same. Ron’s last act of kindness was grilling the
meat for the upcoming Mother’s Day celebration for his loving wife Barbara and her family.
His compassion and love and support for his family was boundless.
With heavy hearts, a graveside service will be held at Bellevue Memorial Gardens
Monday, May 11, 2020 at 2:00 pm and officiated by Pastor Larry Harmon.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to West Acres Baptist Church,
555 Gibbs Rd., Evans GA 30908.
Thomas Poteet & Son Funeral Directors, 214 Davis Rd., Augusta, GA 30907 (706) 3648484. Please sign the guestbook at www.thomaspoteet.com
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Comments

“

I am a colleague of Keith's, and I want to send my condolences to the family. I am
sorry for your loss. As I read the messages, I can see how beloved Ronald was to
the community and is to his family.

Joy Whitman - May 28, 2020 at 03:26 PM

“

We drove bus together at South Columbia and would double up each other's routes if
either one of us was on a field trip or out, we also did many field trips togetber. Every
time I approached his bus to step up and say hi for a few minutes he would always
say "here comes trouble". He was always very kind, and could put a smile on your
face. He will definitely be missed, my condolences to his family and prayers up for
them! RIP Ron!

Sarah Greenleaf - May 11, 2020 at 08:01 PM

“

My kid rod his bus all the time. He was very kind man and always wave his hands to
my little ones, too. This is very sad and very sad that we didn't have chance to say
good bye and thank you.
Thank you for your kindess and warm heart. Take a good rest in His great comfort
arms.

Chorong kim - May 11, 2020 at 11:21 AM

“

I am so saddened about this news of Ron. Worked w him during ESY summer
school. He always had a smile and I was lucky enough to see him @ meetings &
shop. Condolences and
for his family and friends... Mr smell good - you will be
missed
Tammy

Tammy Oberther - May 11, 2020 at 04:31 AM

“

Ronnie & I grew up together, hanging out, doing all the things teenager did back
then. Many Memories of Him & Jaymie., MR. Curtis & Mrs. Mildred as We lived a few
houses apart in Dry Branch. Was so good to talk to Him when Jaymie died. RIP
Ronnie
Buddy & Faye Leslie King, Gray, GA.

Robert J. King, Jr. - May 10, 2020 at 04:06 PM

“

A really good guy I worked with Ron at Westlake He was a worker and a good
conservitist I believe Ron loved God.I know he loved his family

George H Daniels - May 10, 2020 at 12:18 PM

“

Ronnie will forever be a young man in my memory, as that is how I remember him
growing up, after Mr. Curtis married Mrs. Mildred, in Dry Branch and Stone Creek
Baptist Church. I send my deepest heartfelt sympathy to Ronnie's Family. May our
Lord give you a comfort that only comes from above.

Faye Kitchens Herring - May 09, 2020 at 11:07 PM

“

Gloria Hill lit a candle in memory of Ronald Saxton Welch

Gloria Hill - May 09, 2020 at 10:37 PM

“

I met you around 1955 when you and your Dad married Mildred Cannon and moved
to Dry Branch, I was about 7 years old! We went to church together, when I got old
enough we played softball together, double dated, hung out together and worked
together at Southern Bell! Never will I forget Ronnie Welch!!!!!!!

Rickey Kitchens - May 09, 2020 at 10:27 PM

“

Lisa Renee Yeadon sent a virtual gift in memory of Ronald Saxton Welch

Lisa Renee Yeadon - May 09, 2020 at 09:42 PM

“

This loving obituary makes my heart smile. It describes Ronnie so well. I have fond
memories of growing up with him. Barbara, we send our love and prayers for you and
all the family.
Loving cousins,
Jane and Earl Hilliard

Jane and Earl Hilliard - May 09, 2020 at 08:27 PM

“

The love this special man shared with all lucky enough to know him, will never be
forgotten. Please know you are in our prayers during this difficult time. With our
deepest condolences. Mimi and Walter Levison

mimi levison - May 09, 2020 at 05:45 PM

“

Rob was a great friend to all at Columbia County Schools. His dedication to students,
the training of new bus drivers, and compassion for everyone will be missed. Donna
Hattaway

Donna Hattaway - May 09, 2020 at 04:07 PM

