Samuel Eugene Tyson Jr.
October 4, 1950 - September 13, 2020

Samuel Eugene Tyson, Jr.
Augusta, GA – Entered into rest on Sunday, September 13, 2020, Mr. Samuel Eugene
Tyson, Jr.
Sam was born on October 4, 1950 in Augusta, Georgia where he spent the majority of his
life. An ROTC scholarship from the Academy of Richmond County allowed him to attend
the Georgia Institute of Technology. He was President of his freshman, sophomore and
junior classes. He was a very proud member of the Sigma Chi Fraternity, where he
maintained lifelong friends. Upon graduating with a degree in industrial management, Sam
was commissioned as a lieutenant in the U.S. Army. The majority of his six years active
duty was spent in Germany. He remained in the U.S. Army Reserves and retired in 2000
as a lieutenant colonel. The majority of Sam’s professional career was spent in finance.
Sam was an avid golf fan. The Masters Golf tournament was an important part of his life.
While in high school and in college, he worked at the tournament beginning as a runner
aiding Mr. Cliff Roberts and later managing the score board at 7 and 17. He retired his
position after 25 years. Many people will remember Sam for his charitable work. He never
considered any of his time spent doing things for others as an imposition. Instead, he
always welcomed the task and sought out and solved many issues through his skills, kind
heart, and generous ear. He always remained active with the Boy Scouts, the United Way
of the CSRA, and Forces United (formerly known as the Augusta Warrior Project). He
served their Boards as Director and also in many other capacities. Sam was adored by his
family for his graciousness, kind heart, generosity, loving spirit and strength.
Sam, a lifelong Methodist, was a member of Trinity on the Hill United Methodist Church.
He was very involved with the Boy Scouts of the CSRA, the United Way of the CSRA,
Forces United, Kiwanis, and Historic Augusta. He was past board chair of the Red Cross,
St. Joseph Hospital Foundation.

He is survived by, his wife, Cheryl Cheek Tyson, his daughter Elizabeth Tyson Josey
(Steven), his son, Carl Allen Tyson (Rebecca), his sister: Beryl Tyson Usry (Ronald Usry),
his stepchildren: Karen Cheek Gallup, Christopher Michael Cheek, and seven lovely
grandchildren, Carly Margaret Tyson, Lucy Camille Tyson, Ryan Cheek, Lucas Cheek,
Emerson Gallup, Hayden Gallup, Cameron Gallup, and many other loving family
members. He was preceded in death by his parents, Samuel Eugene Tyson and Elizabeth
Moran Tyson, and by his first wife, Margaret Allen Tyson. .

A memorial service will be held Friday, September 18, 2020 at 11:00 A.M. at Trinity on the
Hill United Methodist Church with Rev. Greg Hatfield officiating. Inurnment will follow in
Westover Memorial Park. Honorary pallbearers will be the Kiwanis Club and Boy Scouts.
Memorial contributions may be made to Forces United, 701 Greene St., Augusta, GA
30901 or to the Augusta Humane Society, P.O. Box 12035, Augusta, GA 30919 or United
Way of the CSRA, 1765 Broad St., Augusta, GA 30904, or Boy Scouts of GeorgiaCarolina Council, 4132 Madeline Dr., Augusta, GA 30909.
The family will receive friends Thursday evening from 6:00 until 8:00 P.M. at Thomas
Poteet & Son Funeral Directors, 214 Davis Rd., Augusta, GA 30907 (706) 364-8484.
Please sign the guestbook at www.thomaspoteet.com

Events
SEP
17

Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Thomas Poteet & Son
214 Davis Rd, Augusta, GA, US, 30907

SEP
18

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Trinity on the Hill United Methodist Church
1330 Monte Sano Avenue, Augusta, GA, US, 30904

Comments

“

We are so sorry to hear of Sam’s passing. The times we spent with him were always
full of smiles and laughter. He will be remembered for his good and kind heart. We
send our love and strength to all of his loving family at this difficult time.
Love, Nan & Gene Arrington

Nan Arrington - September 19 at 05:28 AM

“

We enjoyed knowing Sam during the years and are so sad over his death but
treasure our memories. We send our love and condolences to the family. Sadie and
Sam Maguire

sadie maguire - September 17 at 03:25 PM

“

Love's Journey was purchased for the family of Samuel Eugene Tyson Jr..

September 17 at 02:57 PM

“

I was so saddened to hear about Sam's passing. He was such a dear family friend
and he and dad always had a good time.
We will all miss him and his kindness. He would always offer to help anyway he
could during difficult times.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to Cheryl, the kids, relatives and all of family
friends. We will all miss him.
Carol & David Vaughan
Elfie Howard

Caroline Vaughan - September 17 at 01:21 PM

“

The nonprofit world has lost a knowledgeable and great supporter. We will miss him dearly.
LaVerne Gold
LaVerne Gold - September 18 at 09:49 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Samuel Eugene Tyson
Jr..

September 17 at 10:51 AM

“

I remember Sam as a very kind person. When I first moved to Williams Street, he
was so welcoming. He wanted me to feel at home in our neighborhood. Years later,
my nephew came to live with me. My nephew and I were walking my dog, and Sam
stopped to speak to us and to pet Katie. I introduced him to Chandler, and they
chatted for a few minutes about school. Sam asked what his college aspirations
were. He then says to Chandler, "If you decide you want to go to Georgia Tech, let
me know. I will do my best to help get you in." As we walked away, Chandler said,
"are all your neighbors like Sam Tyson?". I told Chandler that more people should
aspire to be like Sam Tyson." We are all grieving his loss on Williams Street. My
heartfelt prayers are with you and the entire family. He will be greatly missed.

Meredith M. Renfro - September 16 at 09:33 PM

“

I remember Sam as a very kind person. When I first bought my house on Williams
Street, 20 years ago, he was very welcoming. He wanted to make sure I felt at home
in our neighborhood. Many years later, my nephew came to live with me. Sam was
outside one day when my nephew and I were walking my lab. He stopped to speak
to me, my nephew, and to pet Katie. After asking where my nephew was going to
school and what his college aspirations were, he said to Chandler and me, "If he
wants to go to Georgia Tech, let me know. I will do my best to help get him
accepted." Chandler couldn't believe how kind Sam was. He asked if all of my
neighbors were like Sam. I told him more people should aspire to be more like Sam.
We all are grieving his loss on Williams Street. My heart felt prayers to you and the
entire family.

Meredith M. Renfro - September 16 at 09:19 PM

“

Dear Cheryl, Sam was a very special friend. I enjoyed all of our time together business and socially. He was a unique leader in so many ways, contributing to so
many causes with passion. I feel so very fortunate for the gift of having him in my life.

Jeff Foley
Jeff Foley - September 16 at 05:13 PM

“

Cheryl, Sam was dear friend and mentor. We discussed everything from weight lifting
to politics. We laughed together, yelled "go Jackets" together, shared condolences
for other friends together. I could call Sam anytime and chat and he would do the
same with me. I will miss him dearly. I pray that you and the family find comfort
through the Holy Spirit for the loving memory of a man who loved life, his faith, and
his friends.

Rick Toole - September 16 at 04:51 PM

“

Sam was a a true asset to our community. I enjoyed the times we worked together on
United Way initiative and other non profits. Sam was a worker, not just a name on a
board list. His perseverance and determination was an inspiration to us all.
Cheryl and family, you all are in my prayers.

Yvonne Meeks - September 16 at 04:51 PM

“

We have lost a dear friend, and our community has lost a valiant leader. Sam was
committed to improving the CSRA by helping people. We had the pleasure of
enjoying life with Cheryl and Sam, whether riding in a wagon at the Belle Mead Hunt,
attending a Christmas church service at Trinity on the Hill or attending local events.
Sam was especially skilled at helping organizations overcome challenges. His
passion, dedication and drive to serve our community is unmatched. Yes, he was an
"Officer and a Gentleman," and that's how I will remember Sam. Cheryl, you were at
Sam's side encouraging him as he fought to overcome his recent illness and
surgeries. Now, let us wrap our arms around you and give you the love you so much
deserve. You are in our prayers.

Cynthia South - September 16 at 04:29 PM

“

Cheryl, Carl, Elizabeth and Family,
I wish to express my deepest condolences on Sam’s passing. He will be sorely
missed Although we were family, Sam was also a great friend ever since our days
together at Richmond Academy. Although my 30 years in the military have kept me
away from Augusta most of the time, I could always count on Sam to keep me up to
date on the goings on with our family. Since I live in Virginia and with the Covid-19
pandemic, it further saddens me that I will not be able to make the trip for his funeral.
Just know you are in my thoughts and prayers.
Barrett S. Elliott
First Cousins Once Removed

Barrett Elliott - September 16 at 04:26 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to you and your family. I had the honor and privilege of
working with Sam on the ForcesUnited Board. His passion for helping others and
tireless work serving his community are a testament to the wonderful man he was.
Sam will live on in the memories of everyone who was fortunate enough to know him.
Please accept my condolences and prayers for comfort during this difficult time.

Janet Gallo - September 16 at 04:03 PM

“

I was a Sigma Chi with Sam at Georgia Tech. In February, 1969, we were invited by
the Governor of Georgia to setup and serve a State Dinner in the Ballroom of the
Governor's Mansion. Virtually all of those selected were upperclassmen. Sam was
one of only two freshmen selected. We were fitted and provided with formal black
tuxedos, and then attended a training class on how to do this. This photo shows Sam
placing salads at each seat as another server holds the tray for Sam. We pulled it off
as if we belonged, none more so than Sam, the youngest among us. This photo is
typical of Sam at Georgia Tech. A class act performing way above his years. I am not
surprised to learn that this continued throughout his life. Sam will not be forgotten by
his many Georgia Tech friends.

David Crockard - September 16 at 03:50 PM

“

Georgia Tech Sigma Chis Hank Gurry holding the serving tray as Sam places salads at
each seat prior to the arrival of the guests at a February, 1969 State Dinner held in the
Ballroom of the Georgia Governor's Mansion. Virtually all of those selected, outfitted, and
trained for this honor were upperclassmen; Sam was one of only two freshmen selected.

We pulled it off as if we belonged, none more so than Sam. This photo is typical of Sam at
Georgia Tech-a class act performing at a level way in excess of his years.
David Allen Crockard - September 17 at 02:11 PM

“

Cheryl I remember when the club was closed and the golf course was open Sam and
I would carry our clubs and play 18 holes. We had a great time ! Trish and I will miss
him I will think of him every time I play golf. Stephen Cranford

stephen Cranford - September 16 at 03:28 PM

“

Carol & David Vaughan & Elfie Howard purchased the Sweet Tranquility Basket for
the family of Samuel Eugene Tyson Jr..

Carol & David Vaughan & Elfie Howard - September 16 at 03:26 PM

“

Sam Tyson was an officer, a gentleman and a friend. Sam lived a life that the Lord
would deem as well done. Our prayers are for the family that they may be comforted
with hope, grace and peace. Thurman Norville

Thurman Norville - September 16 at 02:35 PM

“

I remember Sam from ARC. And at that early stage he stood out among others. I
pray for peace and comfort for family and friends. And trust that your fond memories
of Sam, will sustain your love for him until we meet again in eternity.

L A Williams - September 16 at 02:11 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Samuel Eugene Tyson
Jr..

September 16 at 01:13 PM

“

I'm saddened to hear about Sam passing. Sam was my first cousin and we were
going to meet up this fall and do some visiting. I wish that could have happened.
Please accept my heartfelt condolences.
May God bless you during this time.
Barron ( Tyson ) Latta

Barron ( Tyson ) Latta - September 16 at 11:58 AM

“

This is a sad day for all that knew Sam. Every time I spoke with him I was uplifted as
he made my day better. His love for Cheryl was obvious and they were both blessed
to share life together. Heaven has just received a special man and I thank God for
having known him.
Jim Cushman

Jim Cushman - September 16 at 09:39 AM

“

Sam assisted me and my family to get our life’s dream home built in Appling. He
went out of his way to help, which was beyond price. I’ll never forget and always
remember and miss keenly just knowing Sam was out there, doing good.
Wayne Thigpen

Wayne P.Thigpen - September 16 at 07:02 AM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Sam Tyson.

September 16 at 05:30 AM

“

Magnificent Life Spray was purchased for the family of Samuel Eugene Tyson Jr..

September 15 at 09:07 PM

“

Dear Cheryl, Carl, Elizabeth, and families,
Our deepest sympathies go out to you at this sad time. Sam was a great neighbor
and friend who was always willing to lend a helping hand whenever needed. He will
be
missed by all who knew him. May God bless you and keep you in his care.
Kay and Larry Patton

Larry Patton - September 15 at 08:35 PM

“

Sam was one of the kindest men I have ever known. I will carry wonderful memories
of Sam and Margaret and the lessons they taught me for all of my life. Carl and
Elizabeth, I love you both dearly and send you all my love and prayers.

Emily Harrison Dickey - September 15 at 08:11 PM

“

Don & Linda Moran purchased the Serene Retreat for the family of Sam Tyson.

Don & Linda Moran - September 15 at 04:57 PM

“

What a loss to not only the family but the Augusta Community as well. Sending
heartfelt condolences to Cheryl and the entire Tyson family during this difficult time.
Beverly Barshafsky Peltier

Beverly Peltier - September 15 at 04:48 PM

“

Georgia-Carolina Council, Boy Scouts of America purchased the Serene Retreat for
the family of Sam Tyson.

Georgia-Carolina Council, Boy Scouts of America - September 15 at 03:47 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Sam Tyson.

September 15 at 02:33 PM

“

Bob And Eileen Moran purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
Sam Tyson.

Bob And Eileen Moran - September 15 at 01:10 PM

