William Harold Moon
October 4, 1931 - December 30, 2020

Augusta, GA – William Harold Moon, 89, entered into rest Wednesday, December 30,
2020.
Harold Moon was born to John L. and Elizabeth Moon in Columbus, Georgia, in 1931 on a
dairy farm where he hand-milked cows twice a day and performed all the other tasks
required on a family farm. He chose not to engage in the life of a dairy farmer, instead
pursuing higher education at Georgia Southwestern College. He put his education on hold
to serve his country in the Army during the Korean War. Afterwards he earned a master’s
degree in psychology from Auburn University, followed by a PhD in clinical psychology
from Florida State University. He then returned to Auburn for seven years as a teaching
faculty member before being hired in late 1971 to head the Department of Psychology at
Augusta College. He advanced to upper administrative roles, helping to start the college’s
first full-time graduate program, a Master of Science in Psychology. Before retiring in 1996
as a Professor Emeritus of Psychology, he was presented with the Richard S. Wallace
Distinguished Service Award for his service to Augusta University, its students, and the
community.
Harold was well known and respected within his chosen discipline. For example, he
served as President of the Southeastern Psychological Association, President of the Psi
Chi National Honor Society in Psychology and was named a Fellow of the American
Psychological Society.
Throughout his career and in retirement, Harold was a champion for those adversely
affected by emotional, cognitive, and other psychological issues. In the 1970s, Harold was
among the local leaders who helped establish a community mental health center in
Augusta, then the largest city in the country without one. For many years, he served on
the advisory boards for both the Community Mental Health Center and the East Central
Regional Hospital. Harold was also a founding and long-serving member of the Bert
Yancey Mental Health Golf Tournament which, for 27 years, has continued its mission to
benefit local mental health advocacy organizations such as Mental Health America,
National Alliance on Mental Illness, and the Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance.
Harold was a longtime member of North Augusta Country Club and served on its Board of
Directors as well. He later joined the River Golf Club where he was known for his love of

the game of golf. His swing was unique and legendary. Despite an unorthodox setup,
suggestive contortions and (eventually) his swing, he somehow managed to hit the ball.
Most of the time. Somewhere. If you played golf with Harold Moon, you had a friend for
life.
He was preceded in death by his wife of 54 years Kay Moon, who supported him through
his higher education and faculty career. They loved to travel and attend the many
charitable social events which they generously supported. He found love again at the age
of 82 and married Carolyn Benning who brought much joy to his life. He is survived by his
wife Carolyn, sister Betty Woodruff, son Brian Moon (Molly), daughter Alison Shorter
(Robert), and stepchildren Kerry Benning Doyle (Tim), Douglass Benning (Rochelle), and
Ashley Benning (Bob Kasenchak). He was extremely proud of his grandchildren, Garrett
and Lucy Claire Moon, Arthur and Matthew Doyle, Isabella and Nicholas Benning, and
encouraged them to embrace his love of life and pursuit of education.
There will be no service at this time due to the pandemic. The family will host a celebration
of Harold’s life at a later date when the world is a safer place. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the W. Harold Moon Scholarship Fund via the Augusta University
Foundation, 1120 15th Street, AD-1104, Augusta, GA 30912 (Fund 394001).
Thomas Poteet & Son Funeral Directors, 214 Davis Rd., Augusta, GA 30907 (706) 3648484. Please sign the guestbook at http://www.thomaspoteet.com

Comments

“

Neina and I were saddened to hear about Harold's passing. He had been a great
friend, colleague and team mate of mine for almost fifty years. We both joined the
faculty of Augusta College in 1971 and worked together there until his retirement. We
played on softball teams together for most of the 1970's before turning our "talents"
to golf.
I will always treasure the time I had with Harold. One of the great things about
college teaching is the quality of the people you serve with. Harold Moon was a
perfect example of this.
Gerald Thompson

Gerald Thompson - January 09 at 11:42 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with y’all during this time. Please accept our
condolences.
Jim Talley and Lynda McDonald
Columbus, GA

Lynda McDonald - January 06 at 10:44 AM

“

So sorry to learn of Harold's passing. Our thoughts are prayers are with Carolyn,
Brian and Alison, and all their families. Harold was a big part of our family, and we
always looked forward to his trips out to Idaho with Kay and later Carolyn. He will be
missed greatly, but he and his golf swing will never be forgotten. Rest in Peace,
Harold

Matt and Marie Kleffner - January 05 at 06:48 PM

“

I was really saddened to hear of Harold's passing. I had enjoyed getting to know him
and Carolyn over the last couple of years in seeing them at First Thursday at
Midtown Market ( at least up until March last year) and for doing 2 tree jobs for them
at their residence on Winchester Dr. RIP Harold.

Sid Mullis - January 04 at 03:03 PM

“

Harold will certainly be missed. He was a true educator and cared deeply for his
students. He was an advocate for a complete educational experience and his
students benefited from his wisdom, his expertise and his experience. One of the
good guys!
Adriance and Pete Galloway

J W Galloway - January 04 at 02:55 PM

“

I knew Dr. Moon (Harold) through the SEPA, for many years. I met him as a graduate
student and each year at the SEPA meeting he remembered my name, and what I
was doing. He was always so supportive, as I progressed in my career. Seeing him
the first time was always a highlight of the meeting! He will be greatly missed by all of
us, but we will carry fond memories of his mentoring, service, and friendship.

Mike Beran - January 04 at 10:21 AM

“

A life well served.

Charles Piercy - January 04 at 08:53 AM

“

Kathleen and I remember Harold's staunch love and support of students as we saw
him at numerous Psi Chi and APA meetings and functions. What a genuinely kind,
compassionate, and noble gentleman!

Stephen Davis - January 03 at 06:08 PM

“

My condolences to the friends and family. I was fortunate to be his student in the
80's.
Dr. Moon was a wise teacher. Rev. Dr. Lee Wortham

Edwin Wortham - January 03 at 01:18 PM

“

Lucien and I are very saddened over the loss of Harold. He was such a bright light
when he entered our office. We enjoyed seeing him when out and about in the
community and he always had a smile for everyone. Prayers for his family and
wishing them peace. Harold has his smile on in the presence of the Lord. - Lucien &
Cass Williams

Cass Williams - January 03 at 10:11 AM

“

The only comfort I can think of to send at this sad time is I also have this damn virus!!
I am sad beyond words,Carolyn, for you and for the hundreds who love and care for
you two!! Anne Sherman

Anne Sherman - January 03 at 09:06 AM

“

We mourn the loss of a great teacher, one who served the community, and most of
all, a dear friend.
Betty and George Schuster

George Schuster - January 03 at 07:14 AM

“

Dr. Moon was the chairman of my graduate committee at what was then Augusta
College. He was a wonderful mentor, supportive and caring. He will be missed.
Melissa McDuffie

Melissa McDuffie - January 02 at 09:39 PM

“

Brian,
I am sorry about your father's passing. It seems that he was a great person. I want to thank
you for paying for my lunch and for that of my friend. I have wondered how I was going to
tell you that. Also give my condolences to the Bennings; I did not know that so many of my
good students ended up in the same family.
Nancy Bush
Nancy Bush - January 03 at 03:41 PM

“

I met Harold as Dr. Moon, my first teacher in Psychology at Augusta College. I had been
encouraged to take a class by faculty member John Sappington at a volleyball game
around 1985. I took Dr Moon’s class and enjoyed it very much, went on to finish my
Masters at AC, a PhD at Virginia Tech, and now I’m the senior editor of 5 books published
on AI and human-machine teams! Harold & Carolyn loved to attend social functions around
Augusta, when we’d meet and exchange stories. He’d always tell others in our small
groups that he was my first professor at AC, and we’d both laugh. I owe my start to Harold.
I shall miss him, his strength, his humor, and his joy of life.
Bill Lawless - February 06 at 10:55 AM

