William Darrell Tumlin
May 3, 1940 - January 6, 2021

Augusta, GA – Dr. William Darrell Tumlin, beloved husband of Nancy Jarrell Tumlin, went
home to be with his Lord and savior Jesus Christ on January 5, 2021. He passed
peacefully, surrounded by his loving wife, daughters and grandchildren. He was 80 years
old when he entered into Heaven.
Bill was born in 1940 in Rome, Georgia. He was the son of the late William Clower Tumlin
and Jessie Lumpkin Tumlin. He was one of six children.
He attended Rome High School where he was elected vice president of his class and
voted “most likely to succeed.” He worked hard, paying his own way through 8 years of
college.
Bill graduated from Shorter College in 1963 with a degree in chemistry. He earned his
medical degree from the Medical College of Georgia (MCG) in 1967.
While attending MCG, he met the love of his life, Nancy. They married on December 27,
1966. God went on to bless Bill and Nancy with 3 beautiful daughters.
In 1968, he completed his residency at the Macon Hospital while also serving his beloved
country in the U.S. Army. Before Bill was deployed to serve in Vietnam, he learned of a
retiring physician’s practice in Oglethorpe County. Knowing the need for a doctor in such a
large rural county, General Throckmorton granted Bill exemption from service. Shortly
after, Bill acquired his family practice, the Crawford Lexington Medical Center. He poured
his heart into his practice where he was affectionally known as “Doc.” He retired from
family medicine after 46 devoted years.
He was a friend of Bill W.’s for 43 years, in which he compassionately passed on the
message of hope to those suffering from addiction.
In 1987, he became certified by the American Society of Addiction Medicine and began
treating patients. Shortly after, he established the Commencement Center at Athens
General Hospital, as well as the Cobb House. In 2014, he founded Apex Assisted
Recovery of Athens.
In 2019, Bill envisioned and brought to life 24th Street, Inc., the “Club”, a nonprofit
organization where Alcoholics Anonymous and Al-Anon member could gather safely and
anonymously.
Bill dedicated his life to serving others. He glorified Jesus Christ by passionately sharing

how he found his faith. As a testament of his faith, you would often hear him asking others
“Whose child are you?!” and “Who’s got this?!” Bill was known for his deep sense of
serenity and confidence in his eternal home. In his earlier days he loved to go fishing, play
tennis and go flying. His best friend, Jim H. taught him how to fly and he later earned his
pilot’s license. In his later days he loved tending to his roses, reading, and most especially
writing poetry to his precious Nancy. He also cherished his daily quiet time with Jesus.
Though Bill no longer walks on Earth, he is alive and well with the Lord.
He is survived by his wife of 54 years Nancy Jarrell Tumlin, three daughters, Lisa Tumlin
Rhodes (John), Katie Tumlin Kirkpatrick (Steve), Holly Tumlin Phelan (Scott); his six
grandchildren, John Parker Rhodes Jr., Sadie Nannette Rhodes, Melissa Katherine
Rhodes, Lyla Katherine Phelan, Riley William Phelan and Steven Colton Kirkpatrick; his
brother, Charles Douglas Tumlin (Patsy), his sister, Joyce Tumlin Adams (Pat) many
nieces, nephews and friends whom he loved dearly. He will also be deeply missed by his
dog, Theodore Roosevelt Tumlin “Teddy.”
Bill was preceded in death by his sister, Carolyn Tumlin Maxwell (Verna) and his two
brothers, Donald Richard Tumlin (Inez) and Robert Clifford Tumlin.
A graveside service will be held on Saturday, January 9, 2021, at 2:00 PM. at Westover
Memorial Park with Rev. Jim Hinzman officiating.
The service will be available via zoom.Link: http://bit.ly/3sbLJ5M , Meeting ID: 956 6906 8
355, Passcode: 242424
Honorary Pallbearers will be Charles Pair. Pallbearers include Colton Kirkpatrick, Steve Ki
rkpatrick, Bill Maxwell, Christopher Pair, Riley Phelan, Scott Phelan, John Rhodes, Parker
Rhodes.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to 24th Street Inc. at 24thstreetathens.com (und
er the tab “The Giving Station”) or sent directly to 24th Street Inc., P.O. Box 49428, Athen
s, GA 30604.
Thomas Poteet & Son Funeral Directors, 214 Davis Rd., Augusta, GA 30907 (706) 364-84
84. Please sign the guestbook at http://www.thomaspoteet.com
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Visitation

12:30PM - 01:30PM

Thomas Poteet & Son
214 Davis Rd, Augusta, GA, US, 30907
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Graveside Service

02:00PM

Westover Memorial Park
2601 Wheeler Road, Augusta, GA, US, 30904

Comments

“

Bill Tumlin was my grandfather, who went by Papa. He was the best man I have ever
known. He loved the Lord with all his heart and praised his name up until his last
hours. I cannot wait to see him again one happy day! I love you Papa and I am so
lucky God chose you to be my papa!

Sadie Rhodes - February 15 at 11:54 AM

“

Thank you Dr Tumlin for helping save my life and turning it around with your
generous guidance and advice. God bless and rest in peace.

Bill H. - January 11 at 07:42 AM

“

Dr. Tumlin was a true hero. He influenced spirituality in untold numbers of people. I
am praying for all his family and friends. Dr. Tumlin will be missed and his memory a
blessing to us all.

Curtis Veal - January 10 at 02:52 PM

“

I worked closely with Dr. Tumlin for over 30 years on the sixth floor ( early days)
Commencement Center finally second floor Psychiatry at Athens Regional until it
was closed . He continued to work with patients in the general hospital seeking
sometimes no payment just to relieve the suffering from the disease of addiction ! He
fought to educate the administration of the hospital, staff, colleagues, families and
always the patient! He was honest and often his message fell on deaf ears but he
would try again another day !! He has touched thousands of lives probably hundreds
of thousands when you think of the children and spouses and parents, brothers,
,sisters, friends of a patient he helped continued to radiate . What a legacy to a
humble
Man who lived with
His own demons but fought to over come and in so doing helped
Man kind . Thank You Dr. T.

Hank Davis RN - January 10 at 11:00 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you all. Your husband, Dad, and Papa was truly a
wonderful man who brought so much comfort and care to all who knew him. He was
a true friend and I am so thankful to have known him. I will miss his stories and
laughter. His love for the Lord and testimony will continue to reach many. I pray that
your wonderful memories shared will bring you much needed peace and comfort.
With love, Denise Vickery

Denise Vickery - January 10 at 10:40 AM

“

DR. TUMLIN WAS A SPECIAL FRIEND AS THE BEST DR I HAVE EVER KN0WN
GOD COMFORT HIS FAMILY !

LADYNE B MCDONALD - January 09 at 01:59 PM

“

Rest in peace old friend.
Bruce Ferguson class of 58

Bruce Ferguson - January 09 at 08:19 AM

“

When I was About 8 I was sick on a Sunday. I could not go to church with the rest of
the family. When they got home I was worse. Dad called Doc and told us to meet him
at the office. Dad was excepting to pay the regular office fee, but no Doc only
charged $8.00. Doc and I would always say a little about that day even after I got
older. He even remembered it years after we hadn’t seen each other.

Dorothy Mason - January 09 at 06:05 AM

“

I met Dr. Tumlin many years ago as a patient and his care and concern for my well
being went above and beyond what one would expect .His knowledge of medicine as
a doctor was exceeded only with his compassion for all David Stoffel.

David Stoffel - January 09 at 03:10 AM

“

I am so sad to hear about Dr. Tumlin. Doctors like Dr. Tumlin are a rarity. He took
care of my Father, Grandmother, as well as myself and my husband. We missed him
so much when he retired. He was a kind and Brilliant man.
Becky Henderson

Becky Henderson - January 08 at 09:25 PM

“

Lisa, Fred and I are thinking of you and your family. What an incredibly kind and
caring man your father was. Love and Hugs, Tricia

patricia sims - January 08 at 07:58 PM

“

So very sorry for your loss. Dr. Tumlin was our family physician from 1979 until he
retired. I appreciated his caring, his expertise and that he would spend time with you
when you were in his office. As I have gotten older and had to see him more often, I
considered him a friend as well as my physician. May God give all of you comfort in
your grief. You are in my prayers!

john ussery - January 08 at 06:09 PM

“

My sincere condolences to the family. Doc looked after many of my family members
with caring and compassion. He called me at home late in the evening more once to
see how I during two illnesses. My mother once remarked how he always acted as if
he had no other patient while he was with her. Nine years ago this week, he
diagnosed an insidious disease that took specialists four years to reach the same
diagnosis. Thanks to Dr T I’m still alive and kicking! Rest in Peace Doc. ATD

Alex Dillard - January 08 at 10:21 AM

